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An investigation of naru and suru syntactic/semantic ‘change’ usages:
Analysis of errors created by learners of Japanese as a foreign language
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Abstract

Naru and suru syntactic/semantic usages expressing ‘change’ are difficult for

learners of Japanese as a foreign language (JFL), even at the advanced level (lori,
Takanashi, Nakanishi and Yamada, 2000). Thus, the present study investigated naru

and suru mistakes created by JFL learners. The error analysis indicated that JFL

leaners’ mistakes are fundamentally caused by confusing the contrastive nature of

naru as a transitive and suru as intransitive, especially applying them for expressions

of tense and aspect.
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