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A Chinese/Japanese contrastive study on intentional modality expressions:

(intention type+) to-omou vs. yao, tsumori-da vs. dd suan, and yotei-da vs. zhiin bei

I
Zhang Jingyi '

Abstract

Modality is defined as an expression that shows a speaker’s attitude towards truth.

Various modality expressions exist in Japanese. Among them, to-omou, -tsumori-da,

yotei-da are used to express a speaker’s intentions. These expressions are introduced

to Chinese students learning Japanese as a second language at the beginner’s level.

The Japanese expressions of to-omou, tsumori-da and yotei-da are translated into yao,

dd suan, zhiun beéi in Chinese. However, while these pairs are similar, they slightly

different in meaning, often resulting in errors by native Chinese speakers. Thus, the

present study conducted a contrastive study on intentional modality expressions of

to-omou vs. yao, -tsumori-da vs. dd suan, and yotei-da vs. zhiin béi to clarify the

differences in meanings between Chinese and Japanese in order to promote the

understanding of these Japanese modality expressions for native Chinese speakers

leaning Japanese.
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