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The Use of Runes in Old English Writings

A
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Abstract: There are some Old English texts in which runic letters are adopted, and they often draw the

reader’s attention. However, little detailed research has been done on the use of runes in Old English

writings, and there is no consensus of opinion as regards their connotations. This paper treats the

adoption of runic letters in Old English writings.
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W. Krause 3/ — 355 % Gutani o(pal) wi(h)
hailag ‘Der Goten Erbgut, geweiht (und) heilig
(unverletzlich) LfFRL, REXF L LTHNS
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—VXFOROBURN R NER STV D L X
BLTND,

L L7e3 b, B2 23 % i 83RO SR dn
ZRT D= T OMEMICE LTk, 3CIch

—77.

Fo &SRR Ra ) T a2 BETH L
IS B R b H 55, LR, Page i, Efo
Leechbook 12315 2 HBILIAMIITIE & A EDBLST
MR EF 2 G OEREFE BN TV — 2 CFR
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EPFED IR I 5 /b — 2 LFOMAIZHNT

Z DO F Y A MR R T F A MW T
N—UXFEMEREND ZEEB LW & TR
Motz, S8HHIED H O & S5 Ruthwell Cross
BT HIT LR EN— RO RIE, M
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LA L2 B — 2 SCFIERE R O % & & %12
WHEIHEH SN2 <20 HIEERROREITIT
KOG TERVWILF L > TV, PHARHA
TENHWDHIZR BN -T2 b O & FRiFIE. 3L
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R.5.22, Trinity College, Cambridge, fol.43b, col.
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R.7.28, Trinity College, Cambridge, page 26,
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Christ, 11.797-807, Elene, 11.1257-1269, Fates of
the Apostles, 11.98-104 (ZI31EE TH 5 Cynewulf
DAFIRN— 2 LFETALITMIAEN TN D E
FIMFET 5, 2 Cynewulf signatures & X
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NTVLHA, B ZOFARBTIIA4 Solomon O
mon DOFRSFIZ m L—rBHNEN TS, AAD
BALECERA SN TN D m b — 3RO EART
b5 CCCCAR ITITRABNRNI LD ZD/L—
YXFREFEAFOHE THWO RO L]
EIND, £z, AL ER A IZBWTIL Pater
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HHREE O LRI
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BT B — 2 LFOFEHIZOWT

8 it Al % ¥ B 9 I Mercia & 2 W iX
Northumbria (W TELNL I TEY, F
FHToHDH Cynewulf 28H DDAFRTE /L — L LFT
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HN— L FRBRRRARERTH D, Exeter
Book DEF /T gn—r%TT T IVT 7y b
DxEZEZTEY, Feur—rBEOc—r
HLomny EHEPNLTNRNTZD D L— 0 5
WCRA21EETHD, EHHLDFERLENNIZD
IF 10 HAC D% L SN TR Y | MHFIXFRRIZIE
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HInTHBY ., YR MENRTY LEAEDS
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RO X ITHFEEOR TERB DD TN DA,
BRI DEAE L 22 \W I DB 22 1 &2 B L CfEH
SNTVDLEWET DI LITH LY, LLAR
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B THLAREMEILHDTEA D,
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=V XFOMBAFIRL TN L E2RTHOT
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BEOLRT HRHROEBEVICER T 2 K& 2Rk
DWRTFETHZ &b,

TTICHB L7k 5 WD B
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BN TE Y PBRRENTWD, £ 2T
5% G,AR,O,H,I OIEFEICAICHIMA EILTEH
D, ThziE_XEZD EMETH D higore
‘magpie’ NEXHINDEWV-THEETHD, K
XTE T6EDXFRRT LTI TS
LREINTHY, ZZ Tl vy hofRICLV—»
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Ftte & hors, mon, wega, haofoc &\ 9 —#H O HFE
NEEHER,
with a hawk on his fist’ &\ 5 & 0MHE ST
W5,

F 7 Riddle 75 ([ZENPNTWDH /L — 2 XFIE
dnuh THY ., ZOHEFVNLFTZ EITL o
Thund NFEETHD LR TE L, LOLBRRD,
BERICBWTIE =R B O — 2 SUF R
NTW WD D2 TEE L O EFIZT %
1 LEFRATWE, 19 2D L) RERICBITHL—
VIFOMER SRRV (X Riddle 36 IZH %< RS
NDHDTHY | N— 2 LFHNEARITH A
PEH LB L TEFAEDL— v CFITHT 55
MOZLEEZRTHDTH D,

LD X 97 Riddles \ZHF D — 2 XL~
FED cryptographic system & L CHWHILTWT,
TRTRELFLE LTSN TV HDTH D,
ZORIICHEIEOERICEY e FERRT D
BIXZ T o777 Xy MZEo THEBRIZITD
NnNTEY ., BlZIE Riddle23 Tix Tagob 1% AM»
O Do bNATHD] L) ki L v fiFE
T % boga bow Db ¥V RBRSHNTND
Riddles (=37 50— XFEMFH LI v M
EERRELELE LW O THY, ZDfE
FERHLS ETTIT U LFERB SN LA RO
XFE L TOREERMM LRI bDIZE &
FoTNDEVR D, FLEFAICE > TTME
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5 W #FF The Husband Message DO
AT i r—r 30503, S, R, EAW, M OJlE
CRES N TN D, HEOL— 2 LFITEARTIE
HBTERWVIREBOTZDITH>TE d v— L
MEN258 bbb o, BUET KA m L—
YThHLENTND, 20 ZON— 2 LFH O
RICBAL T ZNE TIZEZ L OFE RS S,
WEZIZRE RO ST, PO
LIFLIEAAL L LTHIRL TR, 2V 72 WJ.
Sedgefield 13/1— > DT %2 AE 2 TRE LT
&L CHEA sweard 22 ERIRLTWD, —J7,
R.W.V. Elliot (IREXLF & L THV ‘the runes
epitomizes the main themes of the poem’ & ik~
T, HOTFEOEKNTHD ELTND, 2 —
XFHNOBFRPIZ & LANTZDa ) T—v s
VEMERT D Z LITTE RV, PREORE OO
SIHER SN TS 2D &9 22— SUFFNEA
DR E EHEICED > TV D LRET DR
HRTh D, £OH I ZTHREORRITITL—
YT ORBEBHRE LR > TND EERD T LR
T&E %,
UETRTEREIIC, FEICL s TRIS
e —rXFORIEZL >0 & L7z runic
literacy ZH T 2HEMOEFEELEZ RS RRTDHH D
Thol, LIZTLITBEN RO D ETA L IR
720 AEE 3L — 2 SUFITHT D IR 7 Ak A FF
STEY, £5HH 5 VIR D runic literacy
EHLTVDZENFMHRIZZR> TS EEZ BN
b, LinLZ2Wb, —HTasT—varOflm
MO IEBIRH 2 ERIFE AL RoNT L—
LEPRANON T D EATNIRA~DF K LT e
<BboTwiwy, T TIiZslH L7 Gregory I @
‘the temples of the idols in the said country
ought not to be broken; but the idols alone which
be in them. &\ 5 HEHI N — 2 XFORMICHZ
DEELRTEELILDTHDLLEWVZDTEAD,
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BEFAEDON— LFUTH T DHFENZ LWES
BHDHZ EITTTITRER, ZITRHEFAICE
STEPNIZN— LFIZOWTHFHELS AT
ZllZT b, RRBTRDE, BFENBHDOE
WTW D — 2 SCFEIFE L TV d o T2 JERR A
LIFLIERAZAOND K517 5, 11, 12 #EfEEIC
TANOETFAIZ L > TEPNZEAR Cot. Domitian
AW (X7 YA LERENICHET DT T v
LT, F LT AREINTA— U RIFET
D, FDT YNNI L v— B OFIGITITRR D A
Rohd, ZTZTZABOBEFABIEIW 220
N— B E#BSTHENTEY mAL—rDFs5ICd
N—rDHERRTHD deg . KEHT d V— DF
T m— DL TH D mann ZENTV D,
F72. 0 =V DIIIITIIAEK epel &> H BN
EDPNDLRETHLIN ATHEPN TR, Z0
ZEMD, BEFAEBIE, o VU OAFREERE L T
WP olo b BZDHZ ENTE D,

F 72, FIFFR DGR St. John’s College MS 17
ALK DL —  CFRORE B D T2 DT V7 7 X
v NpEERIA T T ROTH LT E—
LAV SINTNDA, T2 THRERYVPEBAIH
D, INEHBWEEFET e L—rOETIC, B
EOHLEDERTNT 7y FO m TP T D7
DIZFE>T m TIHEE S mech &) HFEZEWNT
Wb, £, m A—r OESITIEFHT e —2
DHEFREBILLTND, ThHDZ e, 20
BEAESELN— T EEDAPRT OV THARE
NZ L, EMRH#EFF> TW\Wihol B x
HiLd, LLED XS BREFEDOH L ARFETTI.
IO OEFAENET DRERICITN—  CFOH
TR TR <CBERARDDICRs Tz &y
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IFELTFTHLDOTHD,

LU s — 05T, BRI — 2 35 O R
ZHLTOWEETEICL L b0 LB DA
H WL DOWTFEET D, Poetical Dialogues of
Solomon and Saturn 1% Pater Noster &7 —~ ®
—DIZLTVWAR, 2200BEFETHEARD I HT
MS. A LT 11 fEREO b0 L S d MS.
Corpus Christi College 422 TlX, Pater Noster
DXFRN—TRONTND, ZOL— T
OFERIFIEHR OB LEED TR, 2/ 7 —v
aCHLTLELEERN SN TE T, flZ
I¥ Louis J. Rodrigues 1%, ‘It is significant that
the warrior letters in MS A are given their runic
form, for the magic power of the rune was a
deep-seated belief of the Germanic peoples,” &
BANTED, 20 B2 ) T — g > L B
FCW5, E72R.J. Menner b, /L—LFHK
LRI 722 01 % i > TO T RBEOBERO /TR Y T
HDHELTRFEORERZ LTS, 20 LinL2an
b, ZOERICBIT L= XFIE 25 DHFR
DHHMS AIZLPRLNRNZ &b, 2DV
— U FIIMS. A DFEFAERH OHIWHIT Lo THE
PN bDTHDATREMEN GV, 2. BARILE
WTHY T L= XFIET VT 7y b e
ENTEY L= XFERRSTHRYZSHDT
%, D7=% Derolez % ‘ornamental, with at the
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