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On the Chinese Passive Sentence with Subject
Acted by Indefinite Noun Phrase

B T

LU Haoyu

Abstract  Normally, the subject of a Chinese passive sentence must be definite noun or noun phrase.
However some passive sentences with subjects acted by indefinite noun phrases can be found in the
corpus. This paper discusses the characteristics of patient subject from the perspective of
“definite/ indefinite” .We can draw a conclusion that if a noun phrase can act as the subject of a
passive sentence , which not only depends on the mode, but also the semantic meaning. At last, the

pragmatic difference between passive sentences with subjects acted by definite noun phrases and that of

with subjects acted by indefinite noun phrases will be summarized.
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