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An Analysis of Japanese Manufacturing Firms from the Standpoint of ‘Karakuri’
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Abstract The word ‘Karakuri’ has been known as mechanical dolls in Edo period. And the idea of karakuri had

been gradually transformed into modern technology. Therefore, there must be some relationships between the

idea of karakuri and the competitiveness of Japanese manufacturing firms. Few researches, however, have

approached to this topic. Therefore, in this introductive research, we try to set a starting point for finding the

relationships and formulate our framework for our future research.
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