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AN INQUIRY INTO THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE
RELATIVES THAT & WHICH

Toshikazu Horiuchi

Although a number of things have been said about the relatives that and which, yet there
seem to be some questionable points left to be answered. So some investigations and
considerations are made of all the specimens of the two relatives IN SUBJECTIVE CASE,
from ten books (chiefly American novels) published after 1940. The results are as follows.

Functionally and in psychological effects, that is more conjunctional than pronominal and
connects the antecedent with the clause introducsd by it, more closely than which. The
content of the clause seems to be mostly ordinary and plain enough.

As which is stronger both phonetically and semantically, the clause introduced by it seems
to attract much greater attention than that-clause. So, when the relative clause deals with
what the writer thinks is important or fairly new, which is more effective than that. Hence
more which-clauses in scholastic writings.

Statistically, in restrictive use, that is usually in higher frequency and more general use

than which.
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A: Hemingway, E. The Old Man and the Sea.

(Jonathan Cape) .

B: Johnston, W. Ben Casey. (Lancer Books) .
C: McCullers, C. Reflections in a Golden Eye.

(Bantam Books) .
D: Michener, J. A. The Bridges at Toko-ri.
(Bantam Books) .
E: Salinger, J. D. Franny and Zooey.
(Bantam Books) .
F: Southern, T. & Hoffenberg, M. Candy.
(Putnam’s Sons) .
G: Steinbeck, J. The Pearl. (Bantam Books) .
H: Updike, J. Of the Farm.(Penguine Books),
I: Lamb, S. M. Outline of Stratificational
Grammar. (Georgetown University Press) .
J: Neubardt, S. Contraception. (Pocket Books).
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(1) He (the fish) had stayed so close that
the old man was afraid he would cut the line
with his tail which was sharp as a sytn°

and almost of that size and shape. A 4’7

(2) Once in the uterus, the device resumes
its round shape which prevents its falling down

through the narrower cervix. J 101.
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the air beside the boat to see where the female

« « the male fish jumped high into
was and then went down deep, his lavender
wings, that were his pectoral fins, spread wide
and all his wide lavender stripes showing.
A 47.
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(4) When it (pregnancy) is not achieved,

there i a inenstrual fiow tha!f clears the stage

for another cycle and another attempt;e ¢ «

< J72.

(5) “How do you fesl, hand?” he asked the
cramped hand thet was almost as stifi as

rigor mortis. A 53.
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(6) The night table that ordinarily stood
alongside the bed had been moved close
enough to it < « « o E 188. )

(7) « ¢ ¢ there lay, like a papery golden
mat spread before the front door that gazed
with its single large pane through the grape
arbour towards the meadow, a rhomboid of
o o o o H 47,
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(8a) + + + and her face turned three quarters

towards a light that all but diss

sun

&

=

olved the
suggestion of a pout on her lips. H 19.
(8b) But, sadly, she was dressed in a dark-purple
suit which clashed atrociously with the green of
the jewels. B 9.
(9a) Just then the fish gave a sudden lurch that
pulled the old man down on to the bow and
would have pulled him overboard if he had not
braced himself and given some line. A 53,

(9b) The entire lining constantly secretes a thin
mucus which normally runs down along the
vaginal wall in a gentle cleansing action. J 25.
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(10a) o - = then they were inside, and Grindle
lit a lamp that was sitting on the wide reei-
adge of the grotto. F 198.
(10h) She did, however, manage to catch hold
of a metallic object which was on thé floor
(a brass bedpan) with her free arm and, by
dint of crashing it repeatedly and hys:erically
on the head of her ravisher, she finally suc-
ceeded— ¢ o ° F64.
(11a) During this struggle between horse and
rider, Mrs. Penderton laughed aloud and spoke
to Firebird in a voics that was vibrant with
passion and excitement: C 24,
(11b) He asked for the name in a tone of voice
which suggested that he did not believe they
could possibly screw up one between them.
C 50.
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(12) In addition it offers advantages not
found in other technigues. It i3 the only
method that also offers protection against
venereal disease and so s2rves a double purpose
for single people. It is also the only method
which demonstrates its effectiveness after each
use. Other forms of contraception are used
with blind faith, but the condom offers visual
and tactile proof after each intercourse that

the sperm has not entered the vagina. J 41.

(13) It (the ~ondom) has three unique ad-

vantages. It is the only techaique that protects
both partners froin the transmission of syph-
ilis and gonorrhea as well as pregnancy.
It is the only contraceptive that will permit
a man with a tendency to premature ejacula-
tion to prolong the act. And it is the only
technique thalt puts the entire responsibility
on the man. J 153.
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(14) Kino hesitated a moment. This doctor

was not of his people. This doctir was of a

race which for nearly four huadred years had

beaten and starved and robbed and despised

Kino’s race, and frightened it too, so that the

indigene came humbly to the door. And as

always when he came near to one of this
race, Kino felt weak and afraid and angry

at the same time. G 12.
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(15) Oaly twenty fezt ssparated him from
the enemy now, and he tried to remember
the ground between. Was there any stone

which might trip him in his rush? He kneaded
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his legs against cramp and found that his

muscles were jerking after their long tension.
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2.22. CCTEBRINEC LT, B (12) (the only was that all this time the carrier remained

in stabilized position and all the jets could
have been landed. Then he saw something
that frose him. The towering black crane
called Tilly was being moved into position
alongside the wrecked Banshee, right where
the missing nylon barricade should have been,
Then a quiet, reassuring voice spoke to him,

offering a choice. D 80.
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(16b) Instead, he checked to be sure the
Savo’s deck was ready and in doing so he saw
something which reassured him. Far aft,

" standing upon a tiny platform that jutted out
over the side of the carrier, stood a hulking
giant, muffled in fur and holding two landing
-signal paddles in his huge hands. It was Beer
Barrel, and if any man could bring jets surely
and swiftly, it was Beer Barrel. D 9.

(17a) There was something in his odd tone

that caused Candy to turn and look at him

He wasn’t a boy at

all she saw then, but a man I 181.
(17b) There was something in Pete Uspy’s

manner which reminded Candy of Professor

now for the first time.

Mephesto, despite the former’s atrocious
accent, and she felt a confidence and rapport
warming inside her. F° 166,
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% (fl. Jespersen : M. E. G. 1. 8. 11, Curme
* Syntax 23. 1. 6.) 25, ZOEMEHZEVEET
BRWES5THD (cf FEY Y —X WIERD T
BET] P. 260MIEE) . Ffc, that DF D HEEL

=5 WHERS D (F]. Kruisinga : Handbook
Part 11.2271, Zandvoort : Handbook 464) . &5
1, The American Heritage Dictionary of the
English Language @ ‘that’ QIEOFEE / — b T,
2 DA VT 4—= Y POBRELT, lhat DIED
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There was a serenity about the day, particular-

ly here in this quiet residential section of the

city,which seemed to arbitrarily reject even the
)

possibility of tragedy. B 5 .

Also, there may be distinguished from each
other ¢ ¢ ¢ the type which exists within a
single tactic pattern; i. e., which is determined
by the tactics itself rather than by the upper
stratum. I 27.

FRRIC, DED XS IERNC 2 Y <ED H 5 HIR
D that 75 {150,
It was exactly the kind of pause—just a trifle
rich with seniority of years— that had often
tried the patience of both Franny and the
virtuoso at the other end of the phone when
they were small children. £ 189.

Now, too, she began to pray for some miracle
that would give George the compassion she
knew he did not possess, that would give him
the strength to forgive her and return to her.
B 59,
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@ cf. O. Jespersen : Essentials of English Gra-
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@ cf Forpy ) —x [BFEFA O, 22,

@ Ibid. m.22. (1) .



