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Japanese Ways of Thought and Expression

From a Chinese Point of View 1I

—On Japanese Words “Waru” and “Wareru” —

£ & W'

Ren Jiayun

Abstract This paper deals with Japanese ways of thought and expression, and how they are seen
from a Chinese point of view. Especially Japanese words “waru” and “wareru” are discussed in

this paper. Two examples of dialogues between a teacher and a student, which are in the same

situation, and show the characteristics of Chinese and Japanese very well, are given. An

intransitive verb “wareru” used by the student

in the Chinese dialogue shows the student’s

irresponsibility and a transitive verb used by the student in the Japanese dialogue shows the
student’s sense of responsibility. The discussion shows the Chinese language is objective and the

Japanese language is subjective, and such characters of the Japanese language and the Chinese

language have to be taken into consideration when Chinese students study the Japanese language,

and communicate with Japanese people.
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