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“Ever Resemble Janus with a Diverse Face”:
Conciliarism
in John Donne’s Ignatius His Conclave (2)
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Yukari MORI

Abstract Part Two of this essay deals with the other face of Janus, namely, the conciliar theories. Conciliar Theorists,
such as Gerson, d’Ailly and Zabarrella, asserted the superiority of general councils to popes. The final authority in the
government resides in the whole body of its corporate membership, not only in the sphere of ecclesiastical polity but
also in the sphere of secular polity. When the pope, or its secular counterpart, the king, lapses into tyranny and imperils
the entire corporate membership, the whole community of people assert the right to judge or depose him, if necessary.
Conciliar theories easily led to a political extremism, advocated by Calvinist radicals, such as John Knox, Christopher
Goodman, and George Buchanan. The Protestant Buchanan could be said to stand side by side with Jesuit Mariana in
stating a theory of popular sovereignty as well as a theory of personal deposition/assassination of secular princes. Thus,
both faces of Janus, Utramontane and conciliar Galican, inevitably posed serious threats to the stability of the absolute
monarchy which James and Donne cherished so much. Seemingly docile conciliar Galicans, including anti-Jesuit

Appellants in England, were not to be trusted because they had the same body, that is, the Roman Catholic Church.
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The Cardinals, who were wont to meete oftner,
meete now but once a weeke, because the
businesses of the Court of Rome growe fewer. To
forbeare therefore mentioning of the King of
Britaine, and Denmarke, and the other Monarkes
of the first sort, which have utterly cast off Rome;
even in France, our enemies are so much
encreased, that they equal us almost in number:
and for their strength, they have this advantage
above us, that they agree within themselves, and
are at unity with their neighbour Refourmed
Churches, whereas our men, which call
themselves Catholick there, doe so much differ
from the Romane Catholick, that they do not
onely preferred Councels, but even the king,
before the Pope, and evermore oppose those their
two great Gyants, Gog and Magog, their
Parliament of Paris, and their Colledge of Sorbon,

against all our endeavours, 69)
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7L=dIThHD. NVBRLARBERO Y AR X
K2ZZ, EBOTrTFRZy MELERL. A&
EEZHEICEESET, A= XRAREFRTLDHETIH
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RBEL LT WS MOZRELFE - T, A& HEKICS
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B, MOTETZIF VAR, VxRV ATDEIT, AT
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Be—<HEEEL, —FH. A7 FF UL, Ab
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TREEETEREICETETZOREE, A ZXZAED
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And thither shall all the Jesuites bee transferred,
and easily unite and reconcile the Lunatique

Church to the Romane Church, without doubt,

after the Jesuites have been there a little while,
there will soone grow naturally a Hell in that
world also: over which, you Ignatius shall have
dominion, and establish your Kingdome &
dwelling there. And with the same ease as you
passe from the earth to the Moone, you may passe
from the Moone to the other starrs, which are also
thought to be worlds, & so you may beget and
propagate many Hells, & enlarge your Empire, &
come nearer unto that high seate, which I left ai

first. 71)
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BlEHTZLIZLERBLTWANLTH D, 76)
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BAOPEE L Lo EEEREEELZL SN
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FF U AORERFE] TH L B3, “Monarchies: a name which
is secular states, wee doe so much abhor, (I cannot say it
without teares.)” 79) & EDLHTNDZ L b bohd, &
v DR EMERIT. Shuger ([ZREMRAFTELS H 225, 80)
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All formes of goverment haue the same Soule,
Souerainty; that resides some where, in euey
forme, and this Souerainty is from the same roote
in them all; from the lord of lords, from god
himselfe, for all power is of god: ... 81)

%, MBOTXTORRMR., RUS, AU EEELR
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All goverments may iustly represent god to me,
who is the god of Order, and fountaine of all
gouerment. But yet I am more easd and more
accustomed to the contemplation of heauen in that
notion, as a kingdome, by hauing been borne and
bread in a Monarchy. God is a Tipe of it; and yt ys
a tipe of heauen. 82)
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