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Abstract This paper is a biographical study of Charlotte Guest who is mainly known as the translator

of Mabinogion, a collection of Welsh medieval legends. Her translation of Mabinogion into English was

so great that her achievements in other fields are sometimes overlooked. She was a farsighted

educator at Dowlais school and made many educational contributions to Wales. After her husband’ s

death she played an important role as the leader of Dowlais ironworks in the difficult days of the iron

industry. After she remarried Charles Schreiber, they traveled extensively and collected old English

china, fans and playing cards. Those collections are now housed at the British Museum and the

Victoria and Albert Museum in London. If we only think of her as a translator, it can be said that we

cannot evaluate her highly enough.
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The town is large and populous. The inhabitants for
the most part are Welsh, and Welsh is the language
generally spoken, though all have some knowledge of
English. The Houses are in General low and mean, and
built of rough grey stone. Merthyr, however, can
show several remarkable edifices though of a gloomy
There is the hall of the

proceeds

horrid Satanic character.

Iron, with its arches, from whence

incessantly a thundering noise of hammers. Then there

is an edifice at the foot of a mountain, half-way up
the side of which is a blasted forest and on the top
an enormous crag. A truly wonderful edifice it is,
such as Bos [sic] would have imagined had he wanted
to paint the palace of Satan. There it stands: a house
of reddish brick with a slate roof-four horrid black
towers behind, iwo of them belching forth smoke and
flame from their tops-holes like pigeon-holes here
and there—two immense white chimneys standing by
themselves. What edifice can that be of such strange
mad details? I ought to have put that question to
someone in Tydvil, but did not, thought I stood staring
at the diabolical structure with my mouth open. It is

of no use putting the question to myself here. !
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