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Geber’s Cook in Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist

Z Wwrb
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Abstract Alchemy was still legitimate pursuits in Early Modern England. Although alchemy had

been a statutory offence since 1403-4, both the state and the universities tolerated private study
of alchemy as long as it did not lead to any scandalous accusations of fraud or witchcraft. Early
Jacobean audience of Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist, first performed in 1610 at the Globe, were very likely
to have a mixed feeling toward alchemy, which was thoroughly caricatured in this comedy. Jonson had
done an extensive research on medieval and early modern authorities on alchemy, such as Pseudo—Geber,
Raymond Lull, Thomas Norton, and George Ripley, whose treatises of alchemy were available in vernacular
by the end of the sixteenth century. Jonson deployed the very authorities mentioned above in order
to satirize Subtle and Face, alchemical charlatans in the play, by indicating that they fit the
characterizations of Geber’s cook, an epithet to denote a false or ignorant alchemist who carried
out erroneous experiments using urine, eggs, hair and blood, a practice unanimously denounced by Norton
and Ripley. William Perkins thought there were three classes people who were likely to become witches,
Catholics, learned magicians, and unlearned quacks, all of whom turned out to be the objects of satire

in the Alchemist.
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BNEMIEEICDOWTE W 15) De retardatione
accidentium senectutis, MR (1590 F) 2L LD, NV
NDTHFAPH 15904, John Williams DZEFRTH
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LTRoDRMEROEE L BIZEE S,

Tx—2R
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BHFENTTz, REbDbhRIZEDEDAHLE, R
¥ITBEREIHLT, NMOBLECHHICE
A, FLREBR=_FCRESOEOEEH LT,
EACHBE CAROEEZ MR- THEE T,
39)

Y M ORRERRAENFERER B, 7 o — X116
JTEBDICE3FOY PADOHARIZOWTUTO LIz
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EFEENI BILTHBTEENEEDLLT, 2o
oo TERIUNABNE L TLEDEOE
ZE LV, BRTORZEATENRY o8 &
nEhorz= Mz, $08hka—F, £h
bA R THDOBRVREBALRZE 40)

BTELLWEAEAD U 2 E T, —XELTH
KO#E55I5L, MEANPEVWESARALSEEA
DEVB LW MRRE, Fa—¥— HEOREF D]
CHTL AREFEOANBEZDEE TH D, Abraham [T
RY L AHTI2 o T, PHEEWOMR TH - 7z 8 #Ad
D% Jabir ibn Hayyan ICH¥2REE LT, /ME,
SR, Z2oFoMmie EEEY., REUZNY LTW 8L
ffiz Jabir OF T 4% & 5T Geber’s cook & B L
LELTW3,41) (fHL Z @ Geber {X Summa Perfectionis
DEETHD PseudoGeber LIFBIATHB L ENB,)
42) V7Y —iZ, BREFEOTMICBI e, EBHMT
$EF 72 Geber’s cook ZLAT DX ) BT D, EEEN
L7e&> i, 74—~ VREDR % rose water L7 T L
v MECRRAATWEEREN L v ORI, BIEHOH
BB EETBHEWE Y 7Y — 2 Trosted” R
“broyled” & FIBIZE T AL Fo THEELTWVWHD
. Geber’s cook DADEY, ¥EH/LLD LR TN
%,

Thus I rosted and broyled, as one of Gebers cookes,
0ft times, in the asshes my winning I sought,
For 1 was deceived by manie folse bookes,
Whereby untruth truly I wrought,

But all such experiments availed me right nought,
But brought me in danger and encumbrance,

By losse of my goods and other greevance. 43)

IOEIT, ERVBOBREFEEITIE S TEK
VIR L, MEZKL D HSWE. 37215 Geber’s cook
X, /— b obEk, [HeWmm] ciHirhsDERAT
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HOREDICBOBETDHDE) 44) LE>TVHH, UT
O/ —trOFIRICHRRORAS RO D,

But many men be moov’d to worke after their

fantasie,

... but in fire they flye away,

Such breake pottes and glasses day by day,

Enpoysoning themselves and loosing their
sights,

With odours, smoakes, and watching up by
nights.

Their clothes be baudy and worne thread bare,

Men may them smell for multipliers where they goe,

To file their fingers with corosives they doo
not spare,

Their eYes be bleard, their cheekes leane and
blowe,

And thus for had I wist they suffer losse and woe:

And such when they have lost that was in their
purse,

Then doo they chide, and Philosophers sore do

curse. 45)
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TiX, 77 €7 AW Elixir LR, BEOREZOVH
THEWNBRZY 22X LTBY ., HIIUZEEORF
X CEEOHEBREBRALRRS D=2, $2b b grose
werke”& “subtile werke”®{EZ PSS,

The iiij chapiter techeth the grose werke,
A fowle laboure not kyndly for a clerke,
In which is fownde ful grete trauayle,
with many perilis and many a fayle.

The v chapiter is of the subtile werke
which god ordeynyde only for a clerke,
But ful few clerkis can it comprehende,

Therfore to few men is this science sende. 46)

“grose werke” X DESWTEMITITAEL L < 22V,

OV, ZRW, ARTREMPSE LODIEETHY
OB EEAKBTHION, TNETHERTER Geber’s
cook 72, ZAULZH L. FOEROH HEHSHTAIICBEL L
LTCHEHT DM, “subtile werke” FEIINBIEE T, Th
FELLEBBTELIDIITIENTHE LV DTHD,
HWIREWZ LT, BHEWERZ “grose werke” &
“subtile werke”lC ZR ¥ HDIE. /— P FEFOL
Thd LI, 47) [HEWH] F. 7z—2AK&5%T
IX. Geber’s cook D ABFEIZWR-7 W Eofe T4 vy
B, EDADEY . ARILFMA B D AN A5E HAT
5 R&"subtile werke”ZBITT D &V D REFIDOEEED R
LRBB, ZOZEhbbVarY X, BPEESNM
EHITDZLizLenidhne b, THREN) &
2. /—ho® Ordinal 2ER L LIZBALNELE
STELEXZRWES S,

ke, BPOANYBBEERD L, ZADN) Y 7R E
—. TRPbb subtile werke”% 4T 9 Geber’s cook @ [
bvp L bz, TEA OBFPICBROELBHTD
MBfEV] o7 = —X, TRBOLE] £ [BROK
KRYTEL, (Ra—VYFr) HFEE Tr— 0¥
EEZE LTS [RFH/) FAEME-T, ME3hax
R O=ZN—FIIELRBDITRo>TVD,

T, /—bVIiEEIZ, 7subtile werke”A EARH D
ThH2PadE BEENOICHEAT S, HEWD “subtile
werke” IZBWTC, THE, ROATEH, », 8, £OMT
RORBBEEZMY ., KBELBHEER O TNEINE I »
MBI ENTED LI, B)EEFHIBNTH, BE
TEDHLWHMEORAADRIE LT, ERBOE
BEIEL, ERHFOMNTROLBEEORAICI T
HMBILNTEBLEIDTHS, UTDEIHT/ — b
vk, EEW D subtile werke”TiX, ROBIZROND
BOFELLL LB OESBEINS LEET S,

In owre subtile werke of Alchymye

Shal be alle colours that hath be seyn with Eye,
An hundreth colours mo in certeyne

Than evir was in vreyne seyne;

wherin so many colours myght not be,

But if oure stone conteynede euery gree

Of al composicions fownde in werke of kynde.

And of al composicions ymaginable bi mynde.

Of as many colours as shal therin be seyne,
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As many graduacions your wisdom most atteyne. 49)

FEIIASZITHENT — b, BOHEILONT
1. "Raymonde”®FE{ELBIET REIELE-THBY, 50)
= hroBL—Fr  MVIEL BERGHREMEAL T
WHDRLNB, B, HEWEY F b, BERICH
HLREINTEY. BEI,LERDZ LB TERNE
BRETHEZLTVWS (ZLiBR->TN3D) BiIF7=—2
W2, ERYOBORILEBRBESE, BORENLE
DIRWIEREHEL, ThEf5 Do EHEEL T
W5, TEREWH] H2HE 2B/ TIX. ¥ P roBFL L
THL 7 =— 2B, BEWRICIHSEE VO MRRTH B,
3 A 72 H bleared-eyes™ T, “subtile werke”% L-2-D.
ERBOBOEMEHE L TWEBIBEET D,

T x—2R
—A R K ERNTZDIX, BAEDTZH TT &,
TFRRNEEERREIALIEI D ZH, Lk
b EFHITEED LT LRI D o6
Ve, ZOBLAOEERLBD ZDICEIT oK
L CHhdHhE L7 (bleared-eyes), WL E &
PoTFAT OB, BT ADE, REDCDRDE,
BHEOHROE L, 51)

BEOAPTR LLBECHRT 3 HMAORIC, #fxi
ERBEINZTLIE. LTV 7Y —03HTHLHEL
PT, V7Y —UADOEEREECLEETELOTH
%, ¥ 2 DEERET I8 XL, BEHE
HICEEOICRONEA—Y Fy 7 ARLOB Tz —2A
DRFUZI A FEhTWD, BOEIES>NTIE, V7
U—D—&ESIALLY, 22Tk [EDRDA], [5
AF O], (7 ADR), Oz, F2EE3HT
EREND H0a]) 52) bitboTna,

Pale & black with false citrine, imperfect white &
red,

The Peacocks feathers in colours gay, the Rainebowe
which shall overgoe,

The spotted panther, the lyon green, the
crowes bill blue as lead,

These shall appeare before thee perfect white, and

manie other moe, 53)
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T, ZOLS CHEMEBERIZEIT 2 MNTROR
EERET D FEIT. FiX. Summa Perfectionis %8%&
L7z Pseudo—Geber |[Z# 5 H DT, i, AP DE,
BB, BEONOOUEREDOMOETH I N 2AIET
DEHBEERL, £ BHELELI DI, o
WEE LM SV EBEET I HERAIRLE
LENTVS, 54) Z0 L 5Ic THEWET] OBEHT.
Pseudo—Geber IZ#E< M EMA L=/ — F > D7subtile
werke”%, RBRLCTEY., T OHERITBF, kLT
ERTFFATRZY bABBREMOIREERT
5. UTOJIRTIE, Si&MaHos b, Yofihzik
L), HEWOFHEDNIH, Ehix<vAFZ—L TS
D TFHFA T AD adeptness BB L TWBHDOTH
5,

B+ h v
HEWDO L DOIREFWMLTED 2 L—EY » AV
URA>, U 7V IR, HEDFH? FEE, By
BREBIIONE N ?  FEEIL? B TOR0MOER
(sapor pontick) & °CFH\ \ELLk (sapor stiptick)
DEFBSL H> 2 55)

Y 7Y —TCBRiC &k B”subtile werkelZFBAB STV
WO LHBEIC, /— P TRINBEREINATEY,
ERIAIRERND TRRMVERER] & [R5 B
BREZIN TSI ENDSH, Yary i/ — bk
LS HO TN Z EBUT OB HATHIERA NS,

How that of saours there be fulli nyne;
which ye may lerne within half an houre

As sharpe taste, vnctuous, and sowre

which iij do subtile mater sygnifye;

And other iij do Meen mater testifye,

As byting taste, saltish, & werish alle-so;
Othir iij came thikke substance fro,

As bitter taste, vndersowre, and dowce,
These ix be fownde in many a noble howse.
v. of these ix. be engendrid with hete,
vnctous, sharepe, salt, bitter, and dowsett;
But of the ix, thé remenant alle fowre

Be made with cold, as is the sapour sowre,
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And so is sowrishe taste, callid sapour pontike,

And leest sowre also, callid sapour stiptike; 56)

J— b DOEEWN T, "subtile werke” X &I TR
<, Bk RVWRPOBEREGRAESN, B, W, &,
BONTROBEAHELEEL, 6. k., B0 311 OIFE
KBET D FERIY AT v 7ERTWS, 57) T5L
T, BB EBYIEToNBY Fvdsubtile werke” 11,
%5 1 555 1 35 CBEIC Geber’s cook 7259 FADOEENE
BINTLEoTWAEDIZ, ¥—U—iIhh Tir{E
FiLoTh, H»TARIZELBFERVOER, ki
arTik, o TnhdE) 2, Piikose
WEANDL TN L BRED LI RBEP L HLNTND
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For all the while they have philosophers bene,

Yet could they never know what was our Stone,

Some sought it in dung, in urine, some in wine,

Some in starre slyme (for thing it is but one),

In blood, in egges: some till their thrift was
gone,

Dividing Elements, and breaking manie a pot,

Sheards multiplying, but yet they hit it not.60)
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For he had spendide al his lusty dayes

In fals receptis & in such lewde assayes
Of herbis, gummys, of rotis, and of grasse,
Many kyndes bi hym assaid was,

As crowfote, salandyne, & mezereon,
Berbayn, Iunarye, and mortagon,

In heere, in eggis, in mderdis, & vryne,
In Antymonye, arsenek, in hony, wax, & wyne,
In calce vive, sondyfere, and vitrialle,

In marchasites, Toties, & euery mynerall,
In malgams, in blaunchers, in citrinacions,

Alle fille to nogthe in his operacions. 67)
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One thing, one glasse, one furnace, and no moe,
Behold this principle if he doe take,
And if he doe not, then let him goe,

For he shall never thee rich man make;
Timely it is better thou him forsake,
Than after with losse and variance,

And other manner of displeasance. 82)
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