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Sacramental Body

Southwell's " Christs bloody sweat" (2)

Zhy
Yukari MORI

Abstract In Part II of this essay, I will discuss Southwell's perilous mission activities. He
experienced house searches and long confinements before his own arrest and tortures. The pains
inflicted by the Elizabethan authorities are also the pains of the Pelican and the Phenix in his
poem, "Christs bloody sweat." In contrast with the Protestant theology of pain by the Japanese
theologian, Kitamori, the collective body as well as the individual body of the Catholic faithful
can be transmuted to "the body of Christ" both through the Roman Catholic Mass and through

their martyrdom.
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Ah life the maze of coutlesse straying wayes,
Open to erring steps, and strow'd with baites,
To winde weake senses into endlesse strayes,
Aloofe from vertues rough unbeaten straightes.
A flower, a play, a blast, a shade, a dreame;

A living death, a never turning streame. !
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Twice I was in extreme danger. The
pursuivants were raging all around, and
seeking me in the very house where I was
lodged. I heard them threatening and breaking
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woodwork and sounding the walls to find
hiding places; yet, by God's goodness, after
four hours' search they found me not, though
separated from them only by a thin partition
rather than a wall. Of a truth the house was in
such sort watched for many nights together
that I perforce slept in my clothes in a very
strait, uncomfortable place. In this wise, while
we are yet free, we are trained to bear
confinement. Yet in the midst of perils it is
marvellous how good God is, and how
bountiful of His comforts, insomuch that

danger itself groweth sweet.'®
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Ah, whither was forgotten love exilede?

Where did the trueth of pledged promise
sleepe?

What in my thoughtes begat this ongly childe,

That could through rented soule thus fiercely
creepe?

O viper fear, their death by whome thou livest,

All good thy ruynes wrecke, all evels thou

givest.'®
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They have taken not-only priests in great
number, but also certain noble ladies with their

servants and maids, and committed them to
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prison. The time that I was sought for they led
off two of the servants; one of whom, because
he would not attend the conventicles of the
heretics, they cruelly beat and forced him by
day with great toil to turn the treadmill along
with vagabonds and the like, and to lie at night
on the ground, without bed, mattress or
coverlet; neither could he obtain that food or
bed or clothes should be supplied him by his
friends. After this sort is he afflicted even to
this day, by whose means I have escaped.”
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The borne-blind beggar for received sight,

Fast in his faith and love, to Christ remain'd:

He stouped to no feare, he fear'd no might:

No change, his choyce: no threates his truth
distain'd.

One wonder wrought him in his duety sure:

[ after thousands, did my Lord abjure.

Die: Die: disloyall wretch thy life detest:

For saving thine, thou hast forsworne the best.

Ah life, sweete drop, drwond up a sea of -
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A flying good, posting to doubtfull end:"
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Then the hangman, with hands all bloody with

this butchery and quartering, hastens to
another street [Smithfield], to execute a
layman, a man of probity, who had ben

condemned to die for comforting priests, and

giving them alms. ... Horner was the man's

name; and he gained the palm of victory with

as great constancy as the other. With these
spring-showers, as it were, the field of the
Church was to be watered, that the tender

plant might rejoice in such dew-drops. %
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... because without vatruth or Iniury we cannot
answere, we are soe vamercifully tormented,
... and when the soule, weary of soe painful an
harbour, is ready to depart, they apply Cruell
Comforts, and reviue vs, only to Martyr vs
more deaths; ... Some are whipped naked soe
long and with such excesse, ... Some, besides
their tortures, haue bene forced to lie
continually booted and Cloathed many weekes
together; pined in their diett, Consumed with
vermyne, and almost stifeled with stench.

Some haue bene watched and kept from
sleepe, till they were past the vse of reason,
and then examined vpon the advantage, when
they could scarcely giue accompt of their owne
names. ... Divers haue bene throwne into
vnsavourie and dark dungeons, and brought
soe neere starvinge, that some for famine haue

licked the very moisture of the walls; **
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It is not possible to expresse in words the
continuall hell we suffer by the merciles
searching and storming of Pursevants and
such needy Officers, that Care not by whose
fall they rise, not having any deserts or other
degrees to Clymbe to the height of their
Ambition, but the punishments and paines of
poore Catholiques. They water their fortunes
with the showers of our tenderest vaines, and

build their howses with the ruynes of ours,

tempering the morter of their foundations with
our Innocent bloud. They ... by displanting of
our offspring adopt themselues to be heires of
our Lands, .... And not contented with our
wealth, they prosecute our lives, neuer
thinking their possession sure, till th'assurance
be sealed with our death: #
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... there [at Topclif's own house in
Westminster] he hath exceedingly tormented
him at four several times, ... demanding of
him whether he were not a Jesuit & whether
his name were not Southwell, whether he were
not employed there for the Pope and King of
Spain. The Father refused to answer to any
thing, saying that if he should tell them
anything at all, yet would they not leaue to
torment him to know more: yea to know more
than himself did know. Whereupon one of the
examiner did ask him whether he would
confess yf ever he had been to Pauls. The
Father answered that he would not confess
that neither, because he could confesse
nothing unto them but they would still infer
Jurther matter upon it, and seek to get from
him more than he knew *°
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F.S.: "I am decayed in memorie with long and
close imprisonment, and I haue bene

tortured ten times. I had rather haue indured
ten executions. I speak not this for my self,
but for others; that they may not be handled so
inhumanelie, to driue men to desperation, if it
weir possible."

Toplif: "If he weir rackt, let me die for it."
F.S.: "No: but it was as evill a Torture, of late
devise."

Toplif: "I did but set him against a wall."®
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But I could hardly utter the words, such a
gripping pain came over me. It was worst in
my chest and belly, my hands and arms. All
the blood in my body seemed to rush up into
my arms and hands and I thought that blood
was oozing out from the ends of my fingers
and the pores of my skin. ... The pain was so
intense that I thought I could not possibly
endure it. Seeing my agony and the struggle
going on in my mind, He gave me this most
merciful thought: the utmost and worst they

can do to you is to kill you, and you have often
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wanted to give your life for your Lord God.
The Lord God sees all you are enduring - He
can do all things. You are in God's keeping.
With these thoughts, God in His infinite
goodness and mercy gave me the grace of
resignation, and, with a desire to die and a
hope (I admit) that I would, I offered Him
myself to do with me as He wished. From that
moment the conflict in my soul ceased, and
even the physical pain seemed much more
bearable than before, though I am sure it must,
in fact, have been greater with the growing
strain and weariness of my body.”
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THE pounded spice both tast and sent doth
please,

In fading smoke the force doth incense shewe,

The perisht kernell springeth with encrease,

The lopped tree doth best and soones growe.

Gods spice I was and pounding was my due,
In fadinge breath my incense savored best,
Death was the meane my kyrnell to renewe,

By loppinge shott I upp to heavenly rest.®
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ZFNEBRICEAZOBEEERBE SR, BB @0
BHICERITONLE] THD, ... \HODIHFE
[CRIZ—IDERIE. TNRBOBHICELT
2HDERLRNMEY., BEKRICLTRYULZED
nTHB, 7

BEThYRBERTHYIEEENLBHOEES, He
% MRES ICEALADHDE. THOBHCERDT
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BNIEBI DHNZOREELEEHY ., BD [KE]
DIFFICH < 2 BEANS, BAOSBIC [BOR]
ERLBILMTESRDME. FTEADATLES
FZABICHTIBOLHIC, FUX RSBSOS ME
EZ2bo>T, BHOMEETELRBRL., BOLER
BRIZFEREHICET A, HFHLWEEEEZ3IEMT
ZF/=DEM>TNENETH S,

AMUyo - SHICRIFERGERETET 1L
RO (HOBHIOME] (3, BHEEDS BEHEOR
T, YORU DA MY v o EMEBETS, L
PLWTFhd MMoBEAsl ICEETIARORRE
LT, BIHBEER2EDT 7SNALICLKDZA VI DIE
HICERLTVWSESHELTNS, ¥IRV IV
ICRWTIR, BaEBITF2ABOSGEE. SHO
FURMDEEMES, BERES T/ ERED
BICRETS. TFUR DG 2H LT, EE—
HTH5DTHS,

OYREZB>THLDYIRY IV, Thil
BIEBEZ TR 2E VDM, 1593548, ®
RpSAN= b - BV TREEDERICE.
NWDES> T 30b LN ER ORI M ICH
ETWNBAEDEME> TS,

And though my body trembled and my tears
bewrayed grief through the horror and
expectation of my painful agonies (a thing
incident unto Christ himself) yet as I hope it
will ever prove, no force enforced me to the

least offense.*®

NS ——EMPBICHPICHD EEMO YD
29 z)VE, BRPESOENERTVEBALE
U, AbUyIBIETHBZILZRASDICLT, —
g6 BULH #8L, "a short reprieval were but a
longer martydom"* TH B N5 THD. EELDE
B & ZDRIGICET £ BB £F("Christs bloody
sweat"DFRICMA ST, TEF TSNABERFA
Yo%, BHELTESS MEHFH] ELELD
PORT I bEE, EETROBPEDL D ICHK
BLBGE TMOES ICEtsE, B5Z TR
ERSTEIFOO) LLTERT 5. BPLEEICS

WTHROBELH o =0DIE, 85281V /=85"Christs
bloody sweat"7E > 7=DHH Lhizly, by ToUT

OEBICHZE. YIURVDIIIE—FERLE

LEME. CORERSOR. SIRRICH B fuel"ix
DTHB.

I have here sent you a sharp sword, yet as I
suppose, well sheathed - .... If it shall please
you to draw and to use it, the hand that sent it
hath a heart to endure it, if a heart so free from
ill meaning to any, and so full of good wishes
to Your Honour, must needs offer up all loves
in a bloody sacrifice and yield it poor self as a
chief portion of the host. If I were born in
effect to try the lot which was threatened to
Isaac, but not intended, here I have begun
with one part of his office, which was to
carry the fuel wherein himself was to be the
oblation. ®

"Christs bloody sweat"T"a masse of fleshe and
blood"#+ U R D& L TEELL =D LEH.
HORY DS EHEEO host" (RRFT) &
LTERENT [HOBHICERDIShER] £
HLLEDTHS. LELEIAMTE. BWPESDEE
"Christs bloody sweat"Z& & TEELAEHD LF
MTBLBTEDZLESDS, COEWEZITI- £
2 )biE. "if he longed for hanging so much, he
might obtain it soon enough"&&Eo/=EEHNS
M P YRY IO ZOENST SITREEAND
N BEESIKAHCHE2FFLLIEERS,
15952R18R(0.S.) . ¥9RUzE, BA¥ID7
Blc= -4 — FERABE, “159552A2889 1
N=2TRMEND, BPRFETH>END, 1
flg. oY RUEICEEZ. QY FX0O4DOFICH)
B hmBESEE N T HOREEREITZMAL 3.
ORISR EMDBIE, B I EEFSH
RPoEBPEFETIE. YURVIERD 56
ICEMTERMLAEDTHY, £, MO, A2
PUyORSBEDSTHREEDIC, BEEZASN L
Yy o REGICHRAMBPINT, BRESHEEIH
EED 8] ICHRENT, £E5N, [HOE
HCERTIONER] ZHALLEDTHE ENR
£3.
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