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Hemingway and Hammett: The Two Hardboiled Writers

WARFFIE
Kishio SAKAMOTO

SUBSCRIPT: “Hardboiled” is an adjective for the style of Earnest Hemingway and Dashiell
Hammett. Rarely have critiques these days said that their styles are similar because

Hemingway is a Nobel Prize winner and is supposed to be a greater artist, who has been

influenced by eminent modernists such as Gertrude Stein and Ezra Pound, than Hammett, who

is just a detective story writer from a pulp magazine for the lowbrow. Both of them, however,

definitely shared the same Zeitgeist after World War I, which led to a nihilistic resignation to

the destroyed identity and the consequential isolation from the community. Their

“hardboiled” style could unexpectedly be born from the same root in the different places, Paris

and San Francisco in the 1920s
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He (Nick) took out his knife, opened it and stuck it
in the log. Then he pulled up the sack, reached into it
and brought out one of the trout. Holding him near the
tail, hard to hold, alive, in his hand, he whacked him
against the log. The trout quivered, rigid. Nick laid
him on the log in the shade and broke the neck of the
other fish the same way. He laid them side by side on
the log. They were fine trout.

Nick cleaned them, slitting them from the vent to the
tip of the jaw. All the insides and the gills and tongue
came out in one piece. They were both males; long
gray-white strips of milt, smooth and clean. All the
insides clean and compact, coming out all together.
Nick tossed the offall ashore for the minks to find.8
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A telephone-bell rang in darkness. When it had
rung three times bed-springs creaked, fingers fumbled
on wood, something small and hard thudded on a
carpeted floor, the springs creaked again, and a man’s
voice said:

"Hello. ...

Fifteen minutes. Thanks.”

Yes, speaking. ... Dead? ... Yes. ...

A switch clicked and a white bowl hung on three
gilded chains from the ceiling’s center filled the room
with light. Spade, bare footed in green and white
checked pajamas, sat on the side of his bed. He
scowled at the telephone on the table while his hands
took from beside it a packet of brown papers and a sack
of Bull Durham tobacco.

Cold stream air blew in through two open windows,
bringing with it half a dozen times a minute the
Alcatraz foghorn’s dull moaning. A tinny alarm-clock,
insecurely mounted on a corner of Duke’s Celebrated
Criminal Cases of America—face down on the table—

held its hands at five minutes past two. 15
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