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Wales Rediscovered

Part3 -

Welsh Tourism and Romantic Poets from 1770 to 1824
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Though he had visited the Wye Valley in South Wales, Thomas Gray never made a tour of North
Wales. Influential tourists in North Wales in 1770s were Henry Penruddocke Wyndham, Sir Watkin
Williams-Wynn and Thomas Pennant. They all took with them artists who could record the scenery of

the land in pictures. Sir Watkin was accompanied by Paul Sandby, Wyndham, by Samuel Hieronymus

Grimm, and Pennat, by Moses Griffith. Welsh guidebooks with their splendid illustrations were

published and they made it possible for younger generation to travel through Wales on their own.

Poets put final touches to Wales rediscovered by Gray, Gilpin and other artists. Wordsworth and

Coleridge made pedestrian tours through North Wales in 1790s. After coming back from Ireland, Shelley

roamed Wales from 1812 to 1813. Though the Industrial Revolution drew industrialists and many

English and Irish workers to nameless Welsh valleys, Wales as an ancient land of bards was rediscovered

mainly by poets and artists in the late eighteenth century.
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The romantic beauties of nature are so singular and
extravagant in the principality. . . Notwithstanding
this, the Welsh tour has been hitherto strangely
neglected; for, while the English roads are crowded
with travelling parties of pleasure, the Welsh are so
rarely visited, that the author did not meet with a
single party, during his six week's journey through
Wales.”)
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On the 'Irish' road leading to Holyhead, recurrent
attempts were made to mitigate for travellers the
terrors of Penmaenmawr, that sheer precipice 'over
which', a Stuart topographer declared, 'yf either man
or beaste shoulde fall, both sea and rocke . . . woulde
strive and contend whether of bothe should doe hym

the greatest mischief.
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I looked about, and lo!
The Moon stood naked in the heavens, at height
Immense above my head, and on the shore
I found myself of a huge sea of mist
Which, meek and silent, rested at my feet.
(Prelude, X111, 40-4)
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from the shore
At distance not the third part of a mile
Was a blue chasm; a fracture in the vapour,
A deep and gloomy breathing-place through which
Mounted the roar of waters, torrents, streams
Innumerable, roaring with one voice!
(Prelude, X111, 54-9)
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Then haste thee, Nymph of balmy gales!
Thy poet's prayer, sweet May! attend!
Oh! place my parent and my friend
'Mid her lovely native vales

(11. 13-16)
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We are now embosomed in the solitude of mountains
woods and rivers, silent, solitary, and old, far from
any town, 6 miles from Rhayader, which is nearest. -
A ghost haunts this house, which has frequently been

seen by the servants. We have several witches in our
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neighbourhood, & are quite stocked with fairies, &

hobgoblins of every description.n)
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‘When we had gone about half this morning, we began
to get among the hills and to see the mountains grow
up before us . . . Loughrigg will swell up before us all
the way -- I have an amazing partiality for mountains
in the clouds. There is nothing in Devon like this, and
Brown says there is nothing in Wales to be compared
to it. I must tell you, that in going through Cheshire
and Lancashire, I saw the Welsh mountains at a
distance. We have passed the two castles, Lancaster
and Kendal. *¥
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Surrounded as it is by high mountains, rocks of great
asperity of countenance, it (Beddgelert) is already
pretty well known to travellers, both for its romantic

situation, and from its vicinity to Snowdon.'®
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... a smart hotel has taken the place of the lowly
public-house in which I took refreshment almost thirty
years ago, previous to a midnight ascent to the summit of

Snowdon.™
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