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Anti-Catholicism in Andrew Marvell's "Growth of Popery"

F O,
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Abstract Andrew Marvell’s (1621-1678) “Account of the Growth of Popery and Arbitrary
Government in England” bitterly attacked the tendencies towards Popery and arbitrary government
in the court under Charles II and his heir-apparent, James, the duke of York. By the time
Marvell wrote this controversial pamphlet in 1678, there was the greatest upsurge of anti-Catholic
feeling since 1640-1642. It was the time when the king Charles broke the Protestant Triple
Alliance, propagated the Declaration of Indulgence, and his brother James made his conversion
to Catholicism public by refusing to take the Oath. With this political turmoil, Marvell, as a
dissenting M.P., made his attacks not only on the Popish court but also on the Anglican
Establishment with its intolerance and authoritarian government championed by Thomas Osbom,
later earl of Danby. He did this by deploying the tactics from the traditional repository of
anti-Catholic polemics. In this essay [ will explore some theological and political aspects of
Marvell’s anti-Catholic rhetoric to show how his religious position as a Dissenter structured his
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strategy to criticize his political enemies in his pamphlet.
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Is it a succession like that of the Egyptian Ox
(the living idol of that country) who dying or

being made awav bv the priests. there was a
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solemn and general mourning for want of a
Deity; until in their conclave they had found
out another beast with the very same marks
as the former, whom then they themselves
adored and with great jubilee brought forth
to the people to worship. Nor was that
election a grosser reproach to human reason,
than this is also to Christianity.'®
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Popery is such a thing that cannot, but for
want of a word to express it, be called a
Religion: ... Were it either Judaism, or plain



50 FHIT EASHINRE, 5345A, FRILE, Vol34-A, Mar 1999

Turkery, or honest Paganism, there is yet a
certain bona fides [italics original] in the
most extravagant belief, and the sincerity of
an erroneous profession may render it more
pardonable: but this is most ridiculous and
impious in them, incorporated with more
peculiar absurdities of its own, in which those
were deficient; and all this deliberately
contrived, knowingly carried on, by the bold
imposture of priests under the name of
Christianity. 2

FECORME. EEESSEERE. 70T A
Y MEEIEOBER EORROE L ER B L
bTES, Bb. [HiEkE:EET 2 XEEHSHE
HIRIL, FORERETEET S H 50— THEDIFHE
ERESET LI LILTET. TREHEDI L2
L R SHOSBER L OBREOIARFIATD, R
EROIEGEERRET A 00— <% [#2]
L LTEET BRI DO TH S, TIUTH
L. [ s E SOFEDRRL ¥ T, BEDH
ERESTWEHE D PIREOTHRMEZIET 2
LEX AGER. RUTRFAZY FEERE L >
Tit. HikE LCOESETET 572010, X
EE#E. L CEOERGEETHLO—T - H
N 2 OFFER RS A BB EE L2
RO THE, >
HoTIDMIMRWTH, BhY v Z2EFY AR
HL X ABODANT— T 2 VDI, SEER. T
OF A4 FEEREORB L —RLTWAEEX
5. ==Y al [BEROEE] TRESOBE
ETRANTWAES 2D ) —EFE I L CTES .

The Pagans are excusable by their natural
darkness, without Revelation. The Jews are
tolerable, who see not beyond the Old
Testament. Mahomet was so honest as to own
what he would be at, that he himself would
be the greatest Prophet,... So ... these were
all, as I may say, of another allegiance, and if
enemies, yet not traytors: but the Pope
avowing Christianity by profession, doth in
doctrine and practise renounce it: and
presuming to be the oniy Catholik, does

persecute those to the death who dare
worship the Author of their Religion instead
of his pretended Vicegerent. 30
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What he (the Pope) does is as God and not as
man. ... he is the universal Head of the
Church; the sole interpreter of Scripture and
Judge of Controversy. ... he is above the
General Councils. ... he is the Monarch of
this World, and ... he can dispose of

Kingdoms and Empires as he pleases. “
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... they [the clergy], being all bound by strict
oaths and vows of obedience to the Pope,
should evacuate fealty due to the Soveraign.
... Nay, ... not only the clergy, but their whole
people, if of the Romish perswasion, should
be obliged to rebel at any time upon the
Pope's pleasure. ... Whether it be out of
personal fear, having heard perhaps of several
attempts which the blind obedience of Popish
zelotes hath executed against their princes.
Or, whether aiming at a more absolute
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All which had proceeded from no other
reason, but that men, instead of squaring their
governments by the rule of Christianity, have
shaped Christianity by the measures of their
government, have reduced that straight line
by the crooked, and bungling divine and
humane things together, have been always
hacking and hewing one another, to frame an
irregular figure of political incongruity. !
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The Popish party already lift up their heads in
hopes of his marriage: ... the subjects have
lived in continual apprehensions of the
increase of Popery, and the decay of the
Protestant religion: finally ... she having
many kindred and relations in the court of
Rome, by this means their enterprises here
might be facilitated, they might pierce into
the most secret counsels of his Majesty, and

discover the state of the realm:... >
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What else I have to say in passing, is, as to
the ground-work of his whole design; which
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is to bring men nearer, as by a distinction
betwixt the church and court of Rome, a thing
attempted but ineffectually, it being the same
thing as to distinguish betwixt the church of
England, and the English bishops, which
cannot be separated. 57
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