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"Truth for its own Sake"
Anti-Catholicism in Charlotte Bronté's Villette (1)

# OhY
Yukari MORI

Abstract Ultramontane aggressiveness of the newly-appointed Cardinal Archbishop of
Westminster, Nicholas Wiseman drove the Protestant Kingdom into near frenzy in 1850, when the
Catholic hierarchy was restored for the first time since the Reformation in England. The purpose
of this paper is to show hew the Anti-Catholicism in Mid-Victorian England was reflected in
Charlotte Bronté's last completed novel, Villerze (1853). Ultramontane aggressiveness was manifested
in 1) its emphasis on the temporal as well as the spiritual powers of the Pope; 2) its extravagant
Romish rituals and novel devotional practices; 3) its efforts to make numerous and highly influential
Anglican converts to the Roman Catholicism. The first two sections deal with those three aspects
of triumphant Ultramontanism and demonstrate how they are evidenced in various passages in
Villette, by comparing with the contemporary literatures by Lord John Russell, Thomas Carlyle,
Charles Kingsley and Catholic John Henry Newman. For Charlotte, "Truth" was construed with
the essence of the Protestantism in England, as we can see’in one of her letters written at the time
of the "Papal Aggression" in 1850. Part I of this essay explores "Falsehood" of the Roman
Catholic Church as described Protestant critics, especially in its triumphant Ultramontanism.
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We govern, and shall continue to govern, the
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countries of Middlesex, Hertford, and Essex
as ordinary thereof, and those of Surrey,
Sussex, Kent, Berkshire, and Hampshire,
with the islands annexed, as administrator
with ordinary jurisdiction.'
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The liberty of Protestantism has been enjoyed
too long in England to allow of any
successful attempt to impose a foreign yoke
upon our minds and consciences. No
foreign prince or potentate will be at liberty to
fasten his fetters upon a nation which has so
long and so nobly vindicated its right to
freedom of opinion, civil, political,

and religious. ... the great mass of a nation

... looks with contempt on the mummeries of
superstition, and with scorn at the laborious
endeavours which are now making to confine
the intellect and enslave the soul. ™
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Great pains were taken to hide chains with
flowers: a subtle essence of Romanism
pervaded every arrangement: large sensual
indulgence (so to speak) was permitted by
way of counterpoise to jealous spiritual
restraint. Each mind was being reared in
slavery; but, to prevent reflection from
dwelling on this fact, every pretext for
physical recreation was seized and made the
most of. There, as elsewehre, the CHURCH
strove to bring up her children robust in
body, feeble in soul, fat, ruddy, hale,
joyous, ignorant, unthinking, unquestioning.
"Eat, drink, and live!" she says. "Look after

your bodies; leave your souls to me. ...""’
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T'have read Lord John Russell's letter with
very great zest and relish, and think him a
spirited sensible little man for writing it. He
makes no old womanish outcry of alarm and
expresses no exaggerated wrath. One of the
best paragraphs is that which refers to the
Bishop of London and the Puseyites. Oh! I
wish Dr Arnold were yet living or that a
second Dr Arnold could be found. Were
there but ten such men amongst the Hierarchs
of the Church of England, she might bid
defiance to all the scarlet hats and stockings
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in the Pope's gift. Her sanctuaries would be
purified, her rites reformed, her withered
veins would swell again with vital sap; but it
is nor [italics original] so.

It is well that Truzh is indestructible; that Ruin
cannot crush nor Fire annihilate - her divine
essence; while forms change and institutions
perish Truth is great and shall prevail.?*

EEEHSFHECHET — /)L FDO L 2 A
Wik hd, RREOHaDBTEEiE ol
LIEMEL T, XREE#HSOU—<BEEL—RIN
BATHAIEVIRTH S, ¥~y bE, &
EE# 40 "divineessence" L TOT AT AY
FE&EE TEH] LIPATWA, TZTHEELRL
DiE. Villette 539, 4 TAAEEOL T~
A EREIL - —h b4 FFFTEREINSTT
TRyl ZLCEERIYL - TrIVI 7
L AREOLENHLME SR EARIV
—V-—DRDEANLZZOHFELL TEH] LR
NTWLETHS.

Truth, you are a good mistress to your
faithful servants! While a Lie pressed me,
how I suffered! Even when the Falsefood
was still sweet, still flattering to the fancy,
and warm to the feelings, it wasted me with
hourly torment. ... Truth stripped away
Falsefood, and Flattery and Expectancy, and
here I stand - free!®
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It was milk for babes; the mild effluence of a
mother's love towards her tenderest and her
youngest; intended wholly and solely for
those whose head is to be reached through

the heart. Its appeal was not to intellect; it
sought to win the affectionate through their
affections, the symphathizing through their
sympathies; ... I was amused with the
gambols of this unlicked wolf-club muffled
in the fleece, and mimicking

the bleat of a guileless lamb. Portions of it
reminded me of certainWesleyan Methodist
tracts I had once read when a child; they were
flavoured with about the same seasoning of
excitation to fanaticism ¥’
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Many people - men and women - no doubt

far my superiors in a thousand ways, have
felt this display impressive, have declared
that though their Reason protested, their
Imagination was subjugated. I cannot say the
same. Neither full procession, nor high
mass, nor swarming tapers, nor swinging
censers, nor ecclesiastical millinery, nor
celestial jewellery, touched my imagination a
whit. What I saw struck me as tawdry, not
grand; as grossly material, not poetically
spiritual.?®
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The greatest trial a Convert has to sustain,
and to women it is often greater than to men,
is the strangeness at first sight of every thing
in the Catholic Church. Mass, devotions,
conversation, all may be a perplexity to you,
so I am not at all surprised at what you say
about the Mass. .... Every nation, every
body of people, has its own ways - Catholics
have their own ways - we may not at first like
them - and the question is where is religious
Truth, where is salvation? - not is this habit,
this fashion pleasant to me or not?*
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On Sunday I went to the Spanish
Ambassador's Chapel - where Cardinal

‘Wiseman in his Archiepiscopal robes and
mitre held a Confirmation - The whole scene
was impiously theatrical. >’
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Exactly at eleven o'clock, However, a private
carriage drawn by a pair of greys was driven
to the entrance of the clergyman's residence
attached to St. George's Chapel, from which
the Cardinal alighted, attended by his
chaplain, who carried a small leather
portmanteau and a large packet of letters. His
Eminence, who appeared in excellent health,
was enveloped in a large blue cloak and had a
superbly bound Roman missal in his hand.*®
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Yesterday I saw Cardinal Wiseman and heard
him speak. It was at a meeting for the Roman
Catholic Society of St. Vincent de Paul; the
Cardinal presided. He is a big portly man
something of the shape of Mr Morgan; he has
not merely a double but a treble and
quadruple chin; he has a very large mouth
with oily lips, and looks as if he would relish
a good dinner with a bottle of wine after it.*
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He was dressed in black like a bishop or dean
in plain clothes, but wore scarlet gloves and a

briliant scarlet waistcoat. A bevy of infeior
priests surrounded him many of them very
dark-looking and sinister men. The cardinal
spoke in a smooth whinning manner, just like
a canting Methodist preacher. The audience
seemed to look up to him as a god. ... All the
speeches turned on the necessity of straining
every nerve to make convertsto popery. Itis
in such a scene that one feels what the
Catholics are doing. Most persevering and
enthusiastic are they in their work! Let
Protestants look to it.*
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Poverty awas fed and clothed, and sheltered,
to bind it by obligation to "the Church;"
orphanage was reared and educated that it
might grow up in the fold of "the Church;"
sickness was tended that it might die after the
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formula and in the ordinance of "the
Church;" and men were over-wrought, that
they might serve Rome, prove her sanctity,
confirm her power, and spread the reign of
her tyrant "Church.” ... and all for what?
That a Priesthood might march straight on
and straight upward to an all-dominating
eminence, whence they might at last

stretch the sceptre of their Moloch
"Church,"¥

IRLEFR L FRLVERTHLH. FIEHE
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All Rome could not put into him bigotry, nor
the Propaganda itself make him a real Jesuit.
He was born honest, and not false - artless,
and not cunning - a freeman, and not a

slave. *

LROSIHOERET L. 1 T AAEH
"dishonest,""false,"” "artful," "cunning," "slave"
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T, AbUv e g . [EE] ST O
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Carlyle /57 Ly MZOBHBIZITSEINTES
D, T4 2 PITEHTATAY Y FREAOD F
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"Jesuitism"  REXNBHZ D/ T Ly Mt EEH
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I hear much also of 'obedience,' how that and
the kindred virtues are prescribed and
exemplified by Jesuitism; the truth of which,
and the merit of which, far be it from me to
deny. ... Obedience is good, and
indispensable: but if it be obedience to
what is wrong and false, - good Heavens,
there is no name for such a depth of human
cowardice and calamity; ... Loyalty? Will
you be loyal to Beelzebub? ... The virtues of
Jesuitism, seasoned with that fatal condiment,
are other than quite virtuous! ... to put-out the
sacred lamp of Intellect within you; to decide
on maiming yourself of that higher godlike
gift, ... ; to be bullied and bowowed out of
your loyalty to the God of Light by big
Phantasms and three-hatted Chimeras: ... *
ZITHER TPy -y b LR
O—< -7 b0y i, MEOITEREFLIMET
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