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The process of the undermining of traditional
recreation in the nineteenth century England

Through the works of C.Dickens
(] EH = b

Takeshi YAMADA

The aim of this study is to make clear the process of undermining traditional

recreation in relation to the social structure in the nineteenth century England.

P ”

Charles Dickens Sunday Under Three Heads

is examined here. Literary works
have been thought to be a useful means of assessing of sport. Literature makes it
possible to analyse contemporary society more realistically than by social
science, because it tends to show the time and scciety more vividly by its free
imagination. To explain sport through literature seems to be most suitable
approch. From this point of view, the process of the undermining of traditienal
recreation in the nineteenth century England will be discussed in this paper,

mainly concerning Evangelicalism and traditional recreation in the

vorks of Dickens.
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There is no master of the ceremonies in

this artificial Eden all is primit-
ive, unreserved, and unstudied. The dust
is blinding, the heat insupportable, the
companysomevhat noisy, and in the hight-
est spirits possible ¢ the ladies, in
the height of their innccent animation,
dancing in the gentlemen’s hals, and the

gentlemen promenading “ the gay and fes-

»”

tive scence in the ladies’ bonnets, or
vith the more eapensive ornaments of fa-
lse noses, and low-crewned, tinder-box-
looking hats : playing children’s drums,
and accompanied by ladies on the penny

trumpet.”’

C. Dickens ¥ @MAMBOMEBOER L. HH
DEMNZREMICE T 28 5280 RKOER
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R EoMBOo#ENH/OHD “ Sunday Un-
der Three Heads "R TEHEZ AT WL,
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They reach their places of destination,
and the taverns are crowded ; but there
is no drunkkenness or brawling, for the
class of men who cowmit the enormity of
making Sunday excursions, take their fa-
milies with them : and this in itself
would be a check upon them, even if they
were inclined to dissipation, which they
réally are not. Boisterous their mirth
may be, for they have all the excitement
of fecling that fresh air and green fie-
1ds can impart to the dwellers in crow-
ded cities, but it is innocent and har-
mless. The glass is circulated, and the
joke goes round ; but the one is free
from excess, and the other from offence
s and nothing but good humour and hilar-

ity prevail.??

ZOXIK. FHEEROBRCHUTEEY
A~ 3¥C.Dickensit “Sunday Under Three Heads”
DEFIEVWTHHERBOLZOLEEE B
ERAL, HEODEEI Th> TREMICHR
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This maybe a very heinous and unbecoming
degree of vanity, perhaps, and the money
might possibly be applied to better uses
;it must not be forgotten, however, that
it might very easily be devoted to vorse
; and if two or three faces can be rend-
ered happy and contended, by a trifling
improvement of outward appearance, I ca-
nnot help thinking that the object is

very cheaply purchased, 2

C. Dickens WHEEREFPRROEDILH =
MHITHEECHAILALPNZLIARZLETL
THFELEDDLIILRZLERDEDTH S,
ZFNTHC. DickensiF I E RS TOY FY
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The labourers who now lounge avaylthe day
in idleness and intoxication, would be
seen hurrying alond, with cheerful faces
and clean attire, not to the close and
smoky almcsphere of the public-house,
but teo the fresh and airy field. Fancy
the pleasant scene. Throngs of people,
pouring out from the lanes and alleys of
the metropolis, to various places of co-
mmon resort at some short distance from
the town, to Jjoin in the refreshing spo-

the

rts and exercises of the day
children gambolling in crowds upon the
grass the mothers locking on and enjoy-
ing themselves the little game they seem
only to di}ect ;.other parties strolling
along some pleasant walks, or reposing
in the shade of the stately trees ; oth-

ers again intent upon their different

amusement. ———— The day would pass
awvay, in a series of enjoyment which wo-
uld avaken no painful reflections when
night arrived ; for they would be calcu-
lated to bringwith them, only health and

contentment.”"

LzAA. HEBDHLDHHEERELT S
Y% HEIE L/ “ Sabbath Observance Bill ”
MEREND L., C. Dickensli i DS H M 7IE
MEZOHERICH UL TCHANIZIE 2L > TWnL
DTHB. ZOBROWER “Lord’s day”lc
HH02EHLEBEERRLETZDOT. BRHA
WK UTHEVWLE TEL W=D TH-
= .

The proposed enactment of the bill are
briefly these : —— All work is prohib-
ited on the Lord’s days, under heavy pe-
nalties, increasing with every repetiti-

on of the offence. There are penalties

for keeping shop open penalties for

drunkness penalties for keeping

open house of entertainment penalt-
ies for being present at any public mee-
ting or assembly —— penalties for let-
ting carriage, and penalties for hiring
them —— penalties for travelling in

steambecats, and penalties for taking pa-

ssengers penalties on vessels comm-
encing their voyage on Sunday —— pena-

Jties on the owners of cattle who suffer

them to be driven on the Lord’s day
penalties on constable who refuse to act
, and penalties for resisting them when

they do."?

C. Dickens ICUTa&NIE., T3 LEEBERANK
NERRILDOEICBAEL, ZOHEZRE
EFLHELREDICRYMBEYRAXZTOTIIC
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the great majority of the people who
make holiday on Sunday now, are industr-
ious, orderly, and well-behaved person.
It is not unreasonable to suppose that
they would be no more inclined to an ab-
use of pleasure s provided for them, th-
an they are to an abuse of the pleasures

they provided for themselves ;°°
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HEriEHuvwhZvwdbohoErERLTWS,

Let divines set the example of true mor-
ality : preach it to their flocks in the
morning and dismiss them to enjoy true
rest in the afternoon ; and let them se-
lect for their text, and let Sunday leg-
islators take for their motto, the words
which fell from the lips of that Master,
whose precept they misconstrue, and

whose lessons they pervert 34
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