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Keats: A Poet

Norio YOSHIGA

Keats regarded Shakespeare as an ideal poet of no character or no identity. He
called such a character as “Negative Capability” or simply “poetical character” which
loves both fair and foul. Strictly speaking, however, his idea of Shakespeare was not his
own but a prevailing theory since the middle of 18th century that Shakespeare was a poet
of imagination. S. T. Coleridge and Hazlitt were the advocates of the theory.

It can be said that Keats shared some of the poetical character which Shakespeare
had possessed enormously, but he sometimes suffered from a kind of side effect of the
character ; an anxiety stemmed from the lack of his own identity.

We know that Keats was very good at lyric but not at drama. Writing drama needs
objective mind to see the world as it is and a man as he is. Though his distinction between
a poet and a “dreamer” in The Fall of Hyperion is very vague, it was a great step for him
to understand the relation between a poet and the world. When he was writing two
“Hyperion”s, he seemed to understand that poets should be with the world.
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... you first taught me all the sweets of song:
The grand, the sweet, the terse, the free, the fine;
What swelled with pathos, and what right divine;
Spenserian vowels that elope with ease,

And float along like birds o’ er summer seas;
Miltonian storms, and more, Miltonian tenderness;

Michael in arms, and more, meek Eve's fair slenderness.
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at once it sturck me what quality went to form a Man
of Achievement, especially in Literature, and which Shake-
speare possessed so enormaously—I mean Negative Capability,
that is, when man is capable of being in uncertainties,
mysteries, doubts, without any irritable reaching after fact
and reason—Coleridge, for instance, would let go by a fine
isolated verisimilitude caught from the Penetralium of mys-
tery, from being incapable of remaining content with half

knowledge.
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Do not all charms fly
At the mere touch of cold philosophy?
There was an awful rainbow once in heaven:
We know her woof, her texture; she is given
In the dull catalogue of common things.
Philosophy will clip an Angel's wings
Conquer all mysteries by rule and line,

Empty the haunted air and gnomed mine—
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As to the poetical Character itself, (I mean that sort of
which, if I am any thing, | am a Member; that sort distin-
guished from the wordsworthian or egotistical sublime;which
is a thing per se and stands alone ) it is not itself—it
has no self—it is every thing and nothing—It has no char-
acter—it enjoys light and shade; it lives in gusto, be it
foul or fair, high or low, rich or poor, mean or elevated—
It has as much delight in conceiving an lago as an Imogen
What shocks the virtuous philosopher, delights the camelion

Poet... A Poet is the most unpoetical of any thing in exis-
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tence; because he has no Identity— he is continually in
for— and filling some other Body . he is certainly the
most unpoetical of all God's Creatures. If then he has no
self, and if | am a Poet, where is the Wonder that [ should
say | would write no more? Might I not at that very instant
have been cogitating on the Characters of Saturn and Ops?
[t is a wretched thing to confess; but is a very fact that

not one word I ever utter can be taken for granted as an

opinion growing out of my identical nature...
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While the former (Shakespeare) darts himself forth, and
passes into all the forms of human character and passion
the one Proteus of the fire and the flood;the other (Milton)
attracts all forms and things to himself, into the unity of
his own IDEAL. All things and modes of action shape them-
selves anew in the being of MILTON; while SHAKESPEARE be-

comes all things, yet for ever remaining himself.
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The striking peculiarity of Shakespeare’ s mind was its
generic quality, its power of communication with all other

minds—so that it contained a universe of thought and feel-

ing within itself, and had no one peculiar bias, or exclus-
ive excellence more than another. He was just like any
other man, but that he was like all other men. He was the
least of an egotist that it was possible to be. He was
nothing in himself; but he was all that others were, or
that they could become ... His genius shone equally on the

evil and on the good, on the wise and the foolish, the mon-

arch and the begger...

AMANTAXKUNQIEFEQHMMELHIT Y QWL LW O #o
HYQEFEVEMEEWECCRPELS vPEEEAMITAIXKY AR
EESCOFRBBVKIIQ | (QiHEWEE VI el e o’
| QVOVERS Ov BRIEWH BT OMS 20 84° D
S<EMAUNOBE L 0 BEIQ<LSFIEOY © 42° WH
DHOFMEVS S K0 U° EOOMMU QP RELHE O VI KM L2°
DROBEMRIVLCVEHERIO<L< T P28 VvOEORZIC
RPN <LEER 948 O 2 0L QRO e QK v 2 BN -0 1 < 9
BN 0 B 07 fOAH 2 W2 OB DR O Qe (i)

(XK= > RECLIUOHMEBECHER VA —2Q [HEEHE]| ¢ QX
QHERRLH WO | WM J UL 4 — N1 KD £ QHEE
HMEHORLL MUSEQR<MOYUIERORYVOHWE S RE” v
WREVINKD DL QEE UM UvOERKPES S 290882 QW
R EREZEN -3 2N VOBIXHOV QRO U DS L

ARV OvEQUIERIE<YOLIN (VEIL OV LN
B MHEEHEE | WRDE R C VS LIE<P R0 UL 0) VR P
DROVQEAND [HE | BB | 0NN QORMOEERI ML



91

.IA\
e

Ha

/RORLSBSR |00 [KE | RBAIPILOLHR v | Ry
RO HPRRUSoHEHEOR YR NN Y IR QIEE g 0 $° &
KM OL2M 5 [RMOF U<tV | R e’ IR
AL OHP LA U O S VIR R VNI RIS 5 V50807 At~
My QI RIMET E PN O Ve U BIHE SedHNO<oE
HER@ OO bve® QI v 4230 #30 e | (HIN]) =
RPOmMUNWELOVS LSSV AEBWEREWE OV O#0y 5 o
Mgk e QESHEOHRT WO MW e VH Y MUK
K0 FhR 05 e Q igree

#—DNQENVRP QU SVLEH R UN<ERD 0 )V Q e R
DBR<VOMKRITHESBRIPER O LR VORRKEOH O VHIO
RRWBEBEL O VUE0° R 4 BNV -2 BROEUW
VRO DS BBWHOF N M oNBEOMI e [+4Qmdis R
QD P O3 0 LU SIS OHRE° RONTRNIRTIRY R |
OEHBOHDOON SR UM T HOS DRS04 5 e EOR
L SR O LGB R ORI O 207 OS2 QWHMIMERES -
“DN OB RIUED UM E TS OLS e QUL & HE Q1 VI e Q
Lo Y BEBEBO S O NENRANR Vo IBSU0D YOS
HERPB5 QR 1 (HED We2o¥e MEEHE | X oo 3
HE MUBKEIEE 9O RNYRNKRYRY QHITAOR S 0N
Ao MM QESBIEH 13 | HIHI D500 U M0 ) PRANC [ERS
SR =D ] VBB T{xY - RN @UU PR JOHrER K
[ REDNERHIEWHFELDVN S U OBEKLLL O LR VREUDN
AINAXKUNVUREQEEAWIL 04 — DU O VB Q i B

SMNSHEQR WRV-OREEIEWHI ) VIWEIS O IKIEQ W INB
MEQI Vv AL INPROUPUDBIOE VEBRMWOZPSSO §Y
BUOTANY—=N)] OEWEEOE<VOVO<HER S VKE
HE BBl S MBS AN HE O 0 BTN AU S0 Q1) Q (AR B .00 B HEV
WORLERVEELKIEO MM ZR ML eI VUBR F{vuU—-—=NhNQ
] TH/NY FEVBER E<VEEL VI oI WENES R
DE KO 0 P20

F{~U—=rN] BH =3 NERUEREVU QLB VEL o m<
KOKBEI(NTY-—oSANARSINEXEKONH DU VOESHN LD
BV S o HEQ BHHEV O VIREW S $2° D& O QBEFIE B HuA0 N
¥ 0 REHWIEL U0 VKR Q 4 w6 B0 £ D600 W Q B M
NRPVHLR R NESERHH VI ONVLVQKKS | Ow
REPRLBS° DRON¥ 0 QEHWICORESR F{vu—=Kk>)]
SRLL PHLEHIEVI ORI B [R] VI oORPLSRLR
HHEIORDOL0 [{vy—=hD O] OH<HURIV [HRE
Kl RO VR e HIELROHNROLV S 0IJVZD 4 —
ANEHE<VBELKVSCMUIER B IIHK LM/ B I Q N~ ik N ik
SIRYQERI(QUN N BAFOHONU N IORFNEMOZ OV
BESPR/OORT VR L0 Q igwe°

HOHKIRG TRi#e)] PEM oI oE<2®o" KEW XL NS
MO VB RELS WL RIKLIOR S VOV P KAVl E R
E<QMEVIEEL O IMVOL VSRR VORIBEL vy —
SRN] QB OURONIC Y WKL — —RBIEA R Oy

TN

QIR ULV Iy - I KEVHIoOHUVER” HiE<w
R/URRKIVE” vl [fE<] v MREK] O 3TKuLeQ
g re©

B0 TRBES QS PEEERO<EAYN O [RwioibEd



F— v OHE

ek

HALEWD

G

90

WHED7 WQEIQIIKBHIZZWH D 0 07 W QH NHIWR I @ r
SHINKIEWHUI] VoM<’ @ MRK O ¢ XY H#i38
WEZ DYED]BRERK @ M OHRECHWIENW EH 2R
D& KK Lo 27 HL0L 0 U P HEQUOREH VIS QR
W QERQII L VU< NE OV W QKE K
Q 0 L {400 Q 48 r0°

‘None can usurp this height,’ returned that shade,
‘But those to whom the miseries of the world

Are misery, and will not let them rest.
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‘Art thou not of the dreamer tribe?
The poet and the dreamer are distinct,
Diverse, sheer opposite, antipodes.

The one pours out a balm upon the world,

The other vexes it.
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