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A Remark on “Kimochi”
in Anyakouro and A Dark Night’s Passing
Tsuyoshi MORI

A Translation can give a new look to its original piece. It can express the meaning of the
original more clearly. But there is a case in which the translator cannot find any word suitable
for translation of the original in his own language. We can think it a negative element in
translation, but we can think it an affirmative element because it can show the language’s
distinctiveness which cannot be translated.

When we compare Naoya Shiga’s Anyakouro with its translation, we can find a Japanese
word, “Kimochi” which can not be translated easily. The aim of this essay is to think of the
characteristics of “Kimochi” or “Ki” which has Japaneseness, and show why it is difficult to

translate the word “Kimochi” into English.
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(C) He had praised man’s limitless ambition in
the belief that it was an expression of his uncon-
scious desire to save his own species somehow
from the certain destruction that awaited his
planet. And in those days, he had no alternative
but to interpret all that he saw and heard around
him——all the struggling and the scrambling——
as manifestations of this unconscious will. After
all, that was the only way he could understand his
own dissatisfied, desperate attitude toward his
work.

He felt very differently now. True, he was
still tied to his work ; it still was capable of
upsetting him. But his present state of mind was
such that if he were told that man would be
destroyed together with his planet, he would
gladly have accepted that fate. Though he knew

nothing about Buddhism, such realms believed in

by Buddhists as “nirvana” and “the real of bliss”

seemed irresistibly attractive to him.'?
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(E) He had praised man’s limitless ambition
in the belief that it was an expression of his
unconscious desire to save his own species some-
how from the certain destruction that awaited his

planet.
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Mind represents the expression of the social
organization of the nervous elements of the
whole body.?
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