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“Pitee Renneth Soone in Gentil Herte.” :
Chaucer fEfhic 1) % ‘Pity’ & ‘Gentilesse’
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“Pitee Renneth Soone in Gentil Herte.” :

‘Pity’ and ‘Gentilesse’ in Chaucer’s Works

Mitsunobu ANDO

‘Pity’ is one of the most important virtues that Geoffrey Chaucer in his works often refers
to as a quality indispensable to a man, especially to a ‘gentil man,” a man of high rank and of
ability. The Poet repeatedly uses this particular word, often in relation with the idea of
‘gentilesse,” which is the generic name of various virtues necessary to a man. His favorite phrase :
“Pity renneth soone in gentil herte,” which appears four times in all his works, is a good example.
He emphasizes a quality ‘pity’ as a component of ‘gentilesse.” The Knight's Tale, The Merchant’
s Tale, The Franklin’s Tale and others show good examples in which this quality plays the
important part in order to develop their plots. Why does Chaucer often refer to ‘pity’ and insist
on its necessity ardently ? The Parson in The Canterbury Tales gives an answer to this question
in his long and edifying preach. ‘Pity’is the essence of Christ and His religion.

I

F a2 — % — (Geoffrey Chaucer, 1340 ? —1400) 73,
ARID [E & (Gentilesse) | (=Gentility) &5 Z &%
BELART, ZOEROFPTLIELIEZAEERL TV
Z 21%, ®ifs Chaucer o ‘gentilesse’ IZ¥1} 5 DD
AR CTRBLACER ) THEY, BRIOEEIE
¥ X F e EE (virtues) OBFR & L TOBEREZFFIET
FERLTWADTHB, =27t (Nevill Coghill) 7z &
¥, ‘gentilesse’ ¥ & A ¥ ® v FiZhgz T, ‘truth’, ‘ho-
nour’, ‘knighthood’, ‘wisdom’, ‘humility’, ‘freedom’,
‘generosity’ 7t OEMIT (Bhicr vy b xBLILL A
YEVF Ojjitﬁu (facets of a well-cut diamond)?C %
BE, BoERHYEZTWB, 505 RARTHIE,
KETE D BT D pity (F 3 = —DIEFETII, ‘pitee’
3 L < iX'pite’) & F 7 ‘gentilesse’ 5 HELL A V¥
BV ERBET AN HOVLDTHB, Lind, F 12—
F—TRETNIMEO I EIFRBMELXERL L Db
EERIhBLDOTH B, Fa—V—(FR~Da2va—
£V ARFENTLTHY, ‘pity’ & ‘gentilesse’ & & ] 5
»OFTBGRIT A0S I BFEYH T 5, iz
iz,

Som drope of pitee thurgh thy gentilesse
(KnT, 920)

As gentil herte is fulfild of pitee
(MLT, 660)

This gentil May, fulfilled of pitee
(MerchT, 1995)

Accepteth, lord, now of youre gentilesse
That we with pitous herte unto yow pleyne.
(CIT, 96-97) [Italics mine]

EWVS XS RERAVFEFECHIL2LDTH S, £5105
EROPTLOE Eb¥E oD,

For pitee renneth soone in gentil herte.
(KnT, 1761)

(EE OIS OERTCEES2 0] L5 7
V—XT, Fa—Y—ZIhiiMls KAtz
T, B+tniE | (The Knight’s Tale) S DEFITH=
ERWTW3Y, &7 1 F 4 v 7 (Bartlett Jere Whiting)
DEFHMODRANTCLBE, Fa—F—DIOEENE
FBTFbh, TOFEOT THROIEFRICE » T ‘pi-
ty’ & ‘gentilesse’ £ I h BELEE S D & LTE 5 T
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CBENAZ-EVRAENDDOTH S,

F a3 —4—I3, ‘gentilesse’ IwE ¥ 5T ‘pity’ &\
SEBIHEC I Kbote, TRIXED X HiTh, ¥,
THEflH Db, ARETE, HOFERORTEIAR
LichisT, ZHWHRIBEERE > THL,

II

Pity’ £\ 5 EEOFHENERC OV THENTL S,

[+vy 227+ — FHEEFEH] (The Oxford English
Dictionary) W=k % &7, ‘pity’ &3 T#LBEEE] T
b, [ZIE (mercy) b L < 1X[A1E (compassion) # &
LT WHE Iz L THD, i, TobooFL
I, EWH, TEICX->TOEFRIEN, ThxEil T
L5 ETHRBIOC L ED B, MF, Wi, THAR
MR IRHFERELD O] OBRECHAVbh
Bo DED, b1y 5L BTy s Ay 4 2 A& (St
Augustinus) 23, FEBIZH LT, TASAEI 5 Bed
5BEE [Bhbh] LRiTh, BADILRICRET S
BHRIDbhA] ERERBE IV EE ST, £00H
bh] & Thbha| K4 sE%RY pity’ &5 B ISR
REATVEbITTHD, KT, [HbhAhIDEK
To ‘pity’ DBfI%EE - T, ‘pity’ & ‘gentilesse’ DB
DxEL T, 7eds, ‘pityy oOJk4EFE ‘pitous’ ®
‘pitously’ & FkEDT|ET B, ¥, AR, HEFKC
D\, ‘compassion’, ‘mercy’, ‘ruth’, ‘sympathy’ 7
ENELLRBN, BT, Zhbd [Fy2r7x7x
— FHERE), [hHEESEEM] (The Middle English
Dictionary), [ # a —% —3E#& ] (A Chaucer Glossary)
EDFEHEYHEE 2T, ‘pity LIBEABEZEDELLTE
D5 ket b, (72721, ‘sympathy’ OB =
— = TE—HF b o)

X, ‘gentilesse’ DA EBETHIEIEfEBD
VE2ELTo pity REALTF 2 =% — X725 F
EEDILTVBDEASI I 2T, [Hv 2V

(The Canterbury Tales) DLt AOEIEEG L L
TEBL, SEEEBOLANDKIDRD =LYV AAND
EEHLEEOEEFE (Parson) 0FERHFREIT T
BZBZERT R, BRI oHHoFT, AHOEE

(gentilesse) &\ 5 = L icfibh ¢, oFEELX T, M
B, FHOEEEELILIBM I EREL, H—FE
OEE &L, LDRIEIEOEEEAR, FIVALTOFLE
BT ERE VS, £, F5\5 ACRERD R

(generale signes of gentilesse) B3 L FEXbN BB D
BN, Thik, BrxFEEeo0T, WEL#ET, Fo
thZrehhZ inl, EEAEHERD, LEEL, B
KisLEHED, AHECHIEXHIT, ETEEhVWT

w5 ThB, (ParsT, 460-66) X iz, WEO
Lo DFEINICHY) (benigne) THHZ LRELT, ®
%7 (Seneca) DEEXME Y C, [HYLABREEES
AcsEb L 0iey] (Ther is no thyng moore
covenable to a man of heigh estaat than debonairetee
and pitee. [ParsT, 467]) & ‘pity’ »% ‘gentilesse’ izt
B TR WERTHH I LT MADDTH
%,
LB AHA, ‘gentilesse’ ¥F — <L o oG EE
(Gentilesse) DT, EZK, #|E, EEAE, BEX, 3
DELME, Bf, FEREDOFER L L AT, pity’ ©
DEBFIN T B,

This firste stok was ful of rightwisnesse,

Trewe of his word, sobre, pitous, and free,

Clene of his gost, and loved besinesse

Ageinst the vyce of slouthe, in honestee ;
(Gent, 8-11)

Sl F o firste stok’ &if, 1 =X A2« F VR DT
LT, ¥Y R+ 2% ‘gentilesse’ DFERTH B EZDF
(Dﬁﬁz%fcﬁ febht TV 5,

Fa—H%—TZ 5\ 5 ‘gentilesse’ A, & L TH
=% 4 v & (Boethius) ® & 5 (Dante) 7»bF AR &
EbhT\wbd, =54 v 2D De Consolatione
Philosophiae 2 & v 5 © Il Convivio 7¢ &1z, =D
ity LV SEEDC LA LR TR, 7Y R b
7 v * (Aristotle) i 72\, ‘Gentilesse’ DS
PitY EWVIEREEDRAALDER, TV —ePav X

(Terry Jones) b #5345 X 51, a3 —+—D[FE
WCEE ot hn] (one very significant addition) 7z
BB, FAEFRIESR TS X 512 (ParsT, 446-47),
REDRE G, b, FAREMS, pity Wi ER
Bbabeikdhid, 3T EBEWNSE] (potential
evils) ICie->TLES, ERELLFa—H—HELE
ZTCWIEDTHH S, b %, HRcEEHEEXD
&1 (The Complaint unto Pity) ¢ \~5 ‘pity’ #5 ——=
KLic—ROFEW LT, pity si%kbh T, ‘truth’ »
ERCET A HAEEL S LicoTh 5,

LIl

T, EBECF 2 =4 —DfFROAFT pity’ L\ 51
ENREDX S KBEEBELTCVWHDOM, (#8048
Bl OFRDVBLOPDOFERINCE > THTHRD T LT
%o

Te5+t0nz% | (The Knight’s Tale) %, T#8F 03| (The
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General Prologue) o#-Ct% “a verray, parfit gentil
knight” (Gen Prol,72) LBz bh HEEOLNED F
TH BT, BERBFONBRPRIND DT 5,
BT Theseus (XIS 5 ek, —BEOIE OB IH 2
FREVR, FrEokDGEE ST E 5 Creon 57
— XEFH D, FOE- ADE\ B+ Palamon & Arcite
EREL L CERESN, o AIBkH 5 Theseus
DR Emily %0 & B R5RB L VAR D, WIhaiH
TEBANETBIEED X 51Cleb, BA&&ET The
seus O EEFH L = AZUF T Emily %< 5 T
A DIET B, Fh ofF, BRCIESYED »
% 7z Theseus (3 Palamon & Arcite 72 - %1% &, @A
A EVETY, KEXUDEEOLEENEEY
BhBw, BRicd b—F 2 v r oBE K Emily 212
ELTHEXDEVIRERT B, oo EWVWSETHD
#, Z® Theseus &\~ 5 EEH, EIZ ‘gentilesse’ & &
AT AN E LTI R TV 5, BEXD D DEBELHER
CHRIFBEZARIE G, TLTC, FAILOHED TR
%\~ (pitous) HBEIEFHINT2DTH %,

Theseus @ ‘pity’ DEE ¥, WEDO BN LT
FAREND, O0EDF, ERLETREXBRINCLED
FrEHMEVWND EZATH D, B LD Theseus icfzE
o,

Have mercy on oure wo and oure distresse !
Som drope of pitee, thurgh thy gentilesse
Upon us wrecched wommen lat thou falle.
(KnT, 919-21)

ERIEABICEFR 2D E, MBI ESLENBRORED 5 &
BB OLSTERAEDL Y ORBERLIEEVIDTH
5o

This gentil duc doun from his courser sterte
With herte pious, whan he herde hem speke.
Hym thoughte that his herte wolde breke,
Whan he saugh hem pitous and so maat,
That whilom weren of so greet estaat.
(KnT, 952-56)

2o AE] RE ->pFeieh, Theseus @ Creon fELL
#fTih, Palamon & Arcite BT 5, &\ 5 B&
CENPBBTADOTH D, WEOLOOEML, Zo=
ADEEH I % E 4 Ui Theseus 25, L EXIAD &7
ZUBEENOELIZ L EE Y, EEYWMI TFL L

HTHB, COLEDREDKEXRBDIE [Z DL
<Bh] (Greet pitee [KnT, 1751]) T, D\ 2
Theseus DLBEAIEE VNS DTH %,

.. .. at the laste aslaked was his mood,
For pitee renneth soone in gentil herte.
(KnT, 1760-61)

ZLTHEENLD, BrOLD 5 b T [EEOLYEL
WEFIHE-Hh ] (Fy!upon a lord that wol have no
mercy [KnT,1773-74]) £ o582 %X 22350 Th 5,
“ADECEETERTAE DL EHE D TEIE M
Emily a7 b —F 4 v+, Arcite D REDFE E 5

BOFLVBRHORBRE K- TV BbFThs, 0
IORHRTHDE, TBLDFE] Tix, pity’ E\W5HE
DBYETTOBOEDDEBH I LT B2 LIER
ff<TchHsrs,

(B 5w ADEE| (The Merchant’s Tale) ¥, 4\
REEAEVERWRZEYE- T, BEXARRB LV
S5KVEETH B, Bt January (1 A) 160k x# 2 T,
THEWH 20 b ezt LR May (5 A) %85,
BT RY, #Hl#kER2b 50, ELVWEBEELLE
FLHLBRTCDILETH T, COBLOFRITIZ
Damian &\ 5 BEWREEN VT, Hikz o May ¥R 5%
trebEbLEEDLh, BORTEREKR-TLES, *
5 L3415 ¥ January (33 Damian OBER & 5,
MOELV] (gentiDMay XE S ICLEEETELAT
WHRBI MR (pity) #REL, A EMNEZLTR
HHEEZBDTH B,

..... this fresshe May
Hath take swich impression that day
Of pitee of this siké Damyan,
That from hire herte she ne dryve kan
The remembrance for to doon hym ese.
(MerchT, 1977-81)

May 134 ¢t Damian & B 5 D E DAL &£ 0OITHR
DTBHDTHD, SZEFTHNTET, EHF1L, Mz
LHELREh, LOBLVART CHRAEYE IRT 1
DTL r 5] (Lo, pitee renneth soone in gentil herte !
[MerchT, 1986]) &\ 5 EEXIEATHDTH B, X
%L TTOLEL & May 13, #haaciib o T
(This gentil May, fulfilled of pitee [MerchT, 1995])
NYERRD ARG OEBENERTHFR YD 5,
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e L WS OB B, C DX 5, [EEEMADE]
s\ T b ity 2MpED R L Rke i REIARL
T b, LD |2 Tt~ TV AR, BBV F
o May x4 5% “Lo, pitee renneth soone .. ." k5
I, REREL 2RV THA 5, T IV IBRO
RELWRZ ZIEHBHEAHS L, T, May o pity’ 23
o E Tl T, RO KES—January © HEl
M THEALZOBMANESETH5— 1BV BI-D
THBo

[+ ek | (The Franklin’s Tale) ¥, ‘gentilesse’
D EEHTTRARRENH A4, BARBIEbRI-EW
5% h F iz & % [‘gentilesse DYE| TH B, B+t
Arvergus & Dorigen (338 7efgBh 352, B LT
KR X ORI 5, BF% H 355 Dorigen 1Ll K
NAEN D DHMLAD X 5T, RAOED S —mIZEL
Tt FIALURINBHELEENCBL T IzE )
Aurelius &\~ 3 B+DEEIHCEELNT D, b E X
h B ERERE 7 Dorigen Ciihb % 43, Aurelius DFEL & X
5% BTIBADTHKDOE H T, BEOIDIDLIE
WERBOBRL CENTERLDRADIDEIR-TH
I, EET B, bBAHA, L5 TWEREANTEDS
L L5 T T Aurelius 0B R X ¥ HDWERTH
BH, HOFIRLIET, EMEE CEREL TOWIRI
KBIZFEOEEHELTLE I DHKE, EWOET
BBHM, ZOFETH pity L\ EEISWEEDE X I
GERELBEEERL 5,

FFZDED L v 1 v Dorigen »biaD L 5, i
%o ‘pity’ HEb bRl aEE L THI»N TS,
MEOEHE, BEFOHRIZD 5 & - T Arveragus (15
D3k Dorigen 1o 2 T\~ % 2%, %4 X Arveragus
NEBOBLTTELEZ et k, HOFELLI [H
Bl LTREBYRET 20 TH %,

.she ...
Hath swich a pitee caught of his penaunce
That pryvely she fil of his accord
To take hym for hir housbande and hir lord.
(FrankIT, 738-42)

o TAE] Lo iR, & Aurelius 2> H3REE
hic & EOBRELDOTE~DRER L 75> T 5, Aureli-
us WAL LTETVhAERHREIHLEILRLVDOILD
bbb, ks TAE] b, LIdeWHER
LT, R BHOLEFLSILLRDIOTHD, KX
ook X Aurelius iz, [hlctng iclhiciiz s
o ¢ (SynIyou se so pitously complayne [FrankiT,

Ed

91D tE-T, BvAolrHELHTOTHSL, Z0
X 5 I FEMSEDOFEE T Dorigen o ‘pity’ &\ 53 &H
HDTHHD, EHLIERRIL IS OEMMOES
T, Hd FMcHE Ly Aurelius i35 TR 25
EXHETEVIEECRIONICL S CBYEL, SR
Dorigen ofei & 5 R E S W BFCLESDTH
%,

This subtil clerk swich routhe had of this man [i.
e. Aurelius]

That nyght and day he spadde hym that he kan

To wayten a tyme of his conclusioun ;

(FrankIT, 1261-63)

COXSRERY ORI TEE T 500 pity’ Thh
iE, ¥lZobohkBE< 0L pity OHTH B,
BREONHE2 BT, WIVIECA 1L bhB
L Aurelius 13E % & L T Dorigen it £ 5 23, #WEX K
B MR e b e\~ &35 5k Arveragus D F
FTRCPS L - TRIELZERZ &, —Bic [K&ik
R1E (] (greet compassioun [ FrankiT, 1515]) A&
B5DTHB, LT, hicB Kb bBETE
HEH T, Dorigen ¥ BHIZL TRAHRLETHDOT
BB,

.. .in his herte he caughte of this greet routhe,
Consideringe the beste on every side,

That fro his lust yet were hym levere abyde
Than doon so heigh a cherlyssh wreccednesse
Agayns franchise and alle gentillesse.
(FrankIT, 1520-24)

Aurelius 23, b LWREF-coiEnrbe, ZZTES
OEFZFRTE ELVEREILETH - LTI,
o pity’ LS EENIRBEIEB ST EE 2D,

Pk, [#vsx9BREI»D L 2 DiERE D BT
T ‘pity’ ORIFTHEIDKE X EFARCHIH, L0
15Nzt bo LB,

v

Tk, —kZD X 5IF a —% —H ‘gentilesse’ 1T~
AIROFEE & LTPity & W 5 EBIC I 124 5 D L
DM b H—EEEREOFBCERETTAHL I,

FHEAEDTHHEL V5D, ) A MNHEZOKE
TR T 2 & DTE WSROI oW TDRFHK
ThhH, TDOAEE, ] (Penitence) & [ H]



“Pitee Renneth Soone in Gentil Herte.”: ChaucerfE& iz 3513 % ‘Pity’ & ‘Gentilesse’ 47

(Confession) & [\ -] (Satisfaction) =205
ot bh, HAFEE (Seven Deadly Sins) D¥E#i7e
SiEELZ, EMONSEEHRTHEOTHE, £H\
SEi# b, FHETEKL, ‘gentilesse’ A =X A o F
VR MOKRBETHAD EBix (ParsT, 153-54), * 7= ‘pity’
CXEFVAPDETHHE EHEELSHBELTBD
TH %5,

BlxE, bhibhy [EE] ~EL O EDDHERF
VA MDOZEEERS Z LIELESEMNCT, BA-F—F
(Seint Bernard) 0 EEX5IAL T, ¥V X F HERT

ANx A THRENICREEGER DT, EHDTH S,

Whil that I [i.e. Seint Bernard] live I shal have
remembrance of . . . . his teeres whan that he
weep for pitee of good people . . . .

(ParsT, 256)

FLTC, IHhiczoEHEFTEL iR OoBELUTOE
ETLBLL o TWAHT EDERITIKE,

For soothly oure sweete Lord Jhesu Crist hath
spared us so debonairly in oure folies, that if he
ne hadde pitee of mannes soule, a sory song we
myghten alle synge.

(ParsT, 315)

Blb, 25 LTHSbhbhFE»LRbONTES DITA
=X A% ) R b0 [BFF] (pitee) T, dLEhri
hoteh, bhbhIEEZORY S lcbhitlthidinbis
W LRI oTWEAH D, WS DTH 5B, Pity’ &
FIVIRLOKRBETHS, L5 EBT-ETHITHLHE
NTWBETH %,

¥, EAFREOV O MHE] (Lechery) #4#5
BT, BADOEL LR LICLDOFRETC, =24 YDk
£ (the olde lawe of God) X Xz DLITA S T
N BB EZATHHD, [Hmoke] (law of
pitee) THBH 41 =X & « ¥V & + OfF] (the lawe of
Jhesu Crist) i & » €, UBEHERE RO L2 EbE,
BIEELHF IR ERRT B (ParsT,889), ZZiTd
F YR NEN Pity FEETHARHTHAHZ EHPHEI
nRTWbDTH 5,

HASRED [7%5% | (Avarice) — FERSOFHAL
L, FEURMBBELRVCOCHAEREREL, LIVWIA
THELZET, BHOF > Tt b DRI HEK]
(Covetousness) L XHI & B —DFNLHL AL D
% [#&3E | (misercorde) TH b [EIE ] (pitee) TH B

Vv h, EEFE I NE, THEHE] & A OREC K
LTCADLYEEHENRD, ZOHDZ LT, FDOIEE]
oWt TR BT h, o MEk] oKETAY
BTHDORECIDTHED, TLT, 1=XAF)
A ML, ¥FXweo MAFE] 280 Thhubh RO
BHENDBRCTRY, Tk, BRICL-> UHEROSFE
HBWUAE S 1eDTHDH, LEFEFTEL Pty 25O
CWHIBEE L T 500 %HBET 5D TH 5,

Xz, MELV-] (Satisfaction) 2B L T % ‘pity’ &
ERD RO B, EVIOFERE, [
(Alms) & &k X 5\ ] (Bodily pain) o — &8
NHbHEWI N, fiZod, Lo EE] (contricion of
herte) ®° MFEMINC S HEMICH APDEL LTV 5 X
xHECHD Y5 25 L] (yevynge of good conseil
and comfort, goostly and bodily, where men han
nede) b AT, TBEADERICAET 2 L] (to
have pitee of defaute of his neighbores) #3253 5T
WHBDTHB (ParsT, 1029-30),

ZDXHICHRTLBE, ¥V RIS Pity’ &
WHEEEL AT WHD0, i, fig ‘pity OMEMNE
hbhikhiEleblewornik <bhb, THEAK
DENDLHL X 5L, Eo ‘gentilesse’ »3, FEANITIL,
M EAFRAXBLT, BLELDLEDDHDSG, 1
XA« F YR FDOHTNERYH A EDFEOLULE s
HZERLLS>TORERINIDZIDTHB LT B
b, ALV RWKILTO®BRFTE ECITLHKEYE -
e, SZTFHLTEEEF a - —TEHHH, ®
1Y, FHAL L THEELHEX HHRFbIbEHE
7 VAF v+ vVFa—H—ThoTHhIE, ‘pity’ &\
STEAREROF TR ) LV IRAA TV B0 b B
LEEWH DT,

GE>

1. Cf ##z%, [Chaucer iz3si} % ‘Gentilesse’ D=2 D
m [FamTEXRERERRE] £165 A (1981), pp.13
—19,

2. Nevill Coghill, Chaucer’s Idea of What is Noble
(Presidental Address 1971: The English Associa-
tion, 1971), p.13.

3. John S. P. Tatlock and Arthur G. Kennedy (ed.),
A Concordance to the Complete Works of Geoffrey
Chaucer and to the Romaunt of the Rose (Glouces-
ter, Mass.: Peter Smith, 1963) o ‘pity’, ‘pitous’,
‘pitously’ DIEER,

4. ARk} 5 Chaucer fEfha b5 BIX$~<XTF.
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(2nd ed. : London : Oxford University Press, 1974) 8. 7v /A7 42X, [HERITHROLE 14 ; B :
L - e, RO AFEE, FEFIS14E), p.107,

5. Cf. SqT, 479, MerchT, 1986, KO LGW, 503. 9. Terry Jones, Chaucer’s Knight (London : Weiden-

6. Cf. Bartlett Jere Whiting (ed.) Proverbs, Sentences, feld and Nicolson, 1980), p.120. ¥7#-, =D &IBIL
and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Tix, Joerg O. Fichte, “The Cler’s Tale: An
Mainly before 1500 (Cambridge, Mass.: The Obituary to Gentilesse,” in New Views on Chaucer
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1968) (Denver: A Publication of the Society for New
@ P243 ‘Pity runs soon in gentil heart.” »I&, Language, 1973), p.13. icd il bR T\ 5,

7. Cf. OED o ‘pity’ I, (%E FRFI584 1 A16H)



