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Where Do Pragmatic Meanings Come from °?

——A pragmatic Remark to Classroom English——

Chikara KATOH

Utterances can be interpreted non-literally as well as literally. Where do non-literal
interpretations come from ? In order to answer this problem, we establish four conditions under
which interrogative sentences can be uttered literally and the interrogative sentences uttered
under the lack of these coditions should be interpreted non-literally.

Conversation in classroom and classroom English are performed under the lack of these
conditions without non-litéral interpretations. These non-natural conversations are performed
under the artificial conditions, which we establish in this paper as eight conditions.

In order to make classroom English vivid, it is important to change the classroom English
under the unnatural conditions into the classroom English under the natural conditions by
introducing the idea of non-literal interpretations into classroom English.
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(1)“Darling,” cried the bride, rushing out of the

kitchen, “I 've just made my first doughnuts. Now
I want you try them and be perfectly frank in
telling me if you can think of anything to improve
them.” “Well,” ventured hubby, as he hefted, one
in his hand, “don’t you think it might be better if
you made the hole bigger ?”
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(19A : I'll give him a book. Pencil.

B: I'll give him a pencil.

A: You.

B: You ’ll give him a pencil.
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(20A : What do I have in my hand?

B: You have a book.
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@)A : What did you have for breakfast ?

B: I had toast and coffee.

ST, MEien L, EHIRHREE L tsTL B,
ABZBHABARCMEZRRIHE VS T ERMLELD
T, HOVIEWER ST, TOXSIBRLE, ZO&ET
BFESIBRTH D, Losl, MY 1A
Do EWOBEEE N, LLAERTH S, BRI
{2 BRI EHD I DX, ¥ THD H b, LBED
KT, B ¥ ZARs ExH< AR DD
DL AT DD\ ] &b [ Z A TIETEE A s\ X
SIERxBD0I8. ) ERM-BRTATHAIL, A
MERENfenE WS ZEXMELVDOTHALL, ARE
DEKA R VEHED, b5 ETTREHT X 51 s a0
5 Z ERMIBEICL TV, I DX 5K N Y A%k [£&
HBbEEovra] LS,

(29A : Do you have a pencil ?

B: Please use it.
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8How old is your sister ?
@nWhat is the longest river in the world ?
B: Yes, I am.

B: Why do you say?
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(89A : Are you a girl ?
B9A : Are you a girl ?
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#0Can you pass the salt? (Searle (1975))
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@)Are you a girl?
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#2Do you have a pencil ?
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#9What are you doing ?

#4Why didn‘t you come here?
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@5 Mike: How many classes do you have on

Monday, Ken?

#0)Ken : I have four in the morning and two in the

afternoon.

@nMike : What do you do after school ?

#9Ken : I usually play baseball with my friends.

#9Mike : What do you do before dinner ?
s0Ken : Well, I usually watch television.
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