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Two Levels of Chaucer’s ‘Gentilesse’

Mitsunobu ANDO

The word ‘gentilesse’ (gentility) Chaucer uses is a word with surprisingly multiple
meanings, which is often a key-word to understand his works. But the word, as some critics
have pointed out, is difficult to define because of its multiplicity and its ambiguity.

Among his early poems are two ballads treating ‘gentilesse’ as their theme — Gentilesse
and The Complaint of Venus, which show two levels of Chaucer’s ‘gentilesse’ : ‘verray gentilesse’
and ‘courtly gentilesse.” In each case one word ‘gentilesse’ is used as a generic name of various
virtues necessary for men, but they are quite different in nature from each other. The former
is grounded upon Christianity, and the latter, upon Courtly Love. Sometimes Chaucer uses them

vaguely, and sometimes specifically.

The Wife of Bath’'s Tale, The Parson’s Tale and so on offer examples of ‘verray gentilesse,’
and Troilus and Criseyde, The Romaunt of the Rose and so on, examples of ‘courtly gentilesse.’
Thus, presenting both levels of ‘gentilesse,” Chaucer appeals to the audience to turn their eyes not
on ‘courtly gentilesse,” however fascinating, but on ‘verray gentilesse.’

I

Chaucer 7%, ‘gentilesse R U FDJR4EZETH S ‘gen-
til) ‘gentilly, &% % H L, 72, (DL AL I AT
‘gentilesse’ ICE Ob HFEMET BT 5L, 0EILSE
KIGBAOETFE T B Z LD LTI T 5, 7o
& 2%, The Canterbury Tales(LAF, CT FBEZE45)
O EDBEPNT L > THTSH, #H—3E, The Knight’s Tale
DEEDOS BIEV K 2O D E, BabRilEE
X0 %4z, ‘noble” storie’ (Mill Prol, 311)2CH » 7=,
LEDVFEELDOTHHL, FOHEE, BBLE
Miller .23, $EREOBFL L ELDiIcLeLebhH3
&, & T3 ‘noble tale’ i Ccx & BB 5
Chaucer 73, 123,

Turne over the leef and chese another tale;
For he shal fynde ynowe, grete and smale,
Of storial thyng that toucheth gentillesse.
(Mzll Prol, 3177-79)

EWVWSERD D FRARICLEEY LY T 5, 5
Wik, The Wife of Bath's Tale Ti%, EED AN,

gentleman & 2K B BHNE, L3 BEAErRBD
TH5BL, The Clerk’s Tale »\# 5 &, FH|#E D Host
»3, “This is a gentil tale for the nones,/ As to my

purpose,” (CIT, 1212d-12) &\~ 5 ~FEF&xnz 7= 0 &4
b, bz, WEEXT % Squire & L T o Franklin
o ‘gentilesse’ B, FALTH:< ‘gentilesse’ DEEIT
BHTHBHL, CT oL hEiesn Parson D -
RV D B7-cWEi#odhTth 2o ‘gentilesse’ DRIZEH
mh EFoh@wmlibhs, €5 & ARAFT, ‘gen-
tilesse’ DffEIX Chaucer D EERT —~ThH - 729, &
V5 Kean rs 0 ETES, RLTEVBE TR LS
CEbhb0TH B,

LoL, ZOFRYEMT HICIIEELETH D et
b, BRCERICOIEELDLVGETHHIbhY, IF
WIRBROIBIEL 05 L5028 ENLVBV-0F 5
ZEBEETHD, T O EDITIE, 5\ 5 HUE
R, OEDVEDDEIMIT LIERET « 7V #
VIZd > TWT, ThAERICERICHER SRS Z &
DY Ied, BWRILIZE A EIRIIESR Y b O IR ITEHE
ThofcbWHIEBELIZLDTHEN L Mh e
W fefE, ST bz, ‘gentilesse’ 1BIL T,
Chaucer 73, - & h FhukTF—<:T5H2DI LT
WA 0T, Chaucer HyE W E Dt ‘gentilesse’ &
WOREOMIIBERNR S LD TRREVLEE L BN
FThH, AR, = o—H elusive &  E % % Chaucer
o ‘gentilesse’ %, WoOWHD ‘gentilesse’ % -7
D D FF —— Gentilesse & The Complaint of Venus
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—FHES, FO_O0[EYRATAILICL 5
T, KBELIS ETHb0THS,

II

Chaucer 1T\ D DEFHAZE TV 5, T ODF
12, MU X 5ic ‘gentilesse’ %5 —~< & L7chib, £OD
BNFOESR 5 1-—ODFH»H B, Moral Balade,
Gentilesse & The Complaint of Venus m™Z T, HIE
2o T ik, Chaucer o R DEF A Henry Scogan 23
“A Moral Balade” + 32 B {F0zFon4C, Chaucer
fEELTCZhaxeXRIALT\5Z &h b, authentici-
ty BIEKREDBRTB L, Eie, ThnRE i
CEFED LRI EES B bIFEETH 5, i,
#%3E 13,25 A Otes de Granson iz X » CT{AETEnh
7= =-> o ballads » Chaucer iz & % it #ER TH 5
M, T TH S E—o ballad im0 TR, 3E A EEIR
ERESITEG L g EDBEBRE V5 2352, Chaucer
o ‘gentilesse’ D\ EEETT B ITIEEE D L\

o=k Gentilesse (TIRD X 5 12h%¥ 5%,

The firste stok, fader of gentilesse——

What man that claymeth gentil for to be

Must folowe his trace, and alle his wittes dresse
Vertu to sewe, and vyces for to flee.

(Gent, 1-4)

‘Gentil TH b A L8T 5 A, A (firste stok)
DREPICDOEE - T, FEhRD, BABETL, W50
NZDFOBRETH HH, —iF, o ‘firste stok’ & it
% XFTDIEHH D,

ZOMICBE LT, D HHTTH B2, Chaucer &
R DEF A Henry Scogan (%,  OFOEE T4 &
Sfe BT, kD X5 B AL TV B,

[My mayster Chaucer] sayde, the fader
whiche is deed and grave,
Biquath nothing his vertue with his hous
Unto his sone ; therfore laborious
Ought ye to be, beseching God, of grace,
To yeve you might for to be vertuous,
Through which ye might have part of
his fayr place.
(A Moral Balade, 67-72)%

Bl %, Scogan (3D BEERD, FAREHTHZ LI
X 5T, #4E o gentility ZEE il bisu EFW

Ld

TWHDTH B, £L T, Ebig, “Thanis god stocke
of veruous noblesse.” (A Moral Balade, 100) * #&&m
BDTH 5, - T, ‘gentilesse’ DFFITHTH - T,
Fhbbhbhiicho gentility 25| EH & fclih
o FisnE w50 Th 5,

BHETI, MOEM Bb, bhbhdhifhroked
BREEBOLTHTHINEI AT,

This firste stok was ful of rightwisnesse,
Trewe of his word, sobre, pitous, and free,
Clene of his gost, and loved besinesse,
Ayeinst the vyce of slouthe, in honestee;
(Gent, 8-11)

b, B3, # #E, BE BN RBOBEL,AE, B
f, FEZOEEIHIZEHSATNEDT, 5405
EMEFERECSDOTHD, TLT, ThbokxTnsE
EOMBPE LT, 7y ‘gentilesse’ DFEAYTH R
TVBZEDb05DTH B, Coghill HEDOFES H
h 5, TnboFEfr ‘facets of a well-cut dia-
mond’ PEFEHINRELDTHAH I,

X LIz = TIL, = (richesse) 7’ ‘gentilesse’ & (348
BNRETHBZ EHRPE ST, Gentilesse » ballad
1# 5,

Vyce may wel be heir to old richesse.
(Gent, 15)

ZDE L ‘gentilesse’ BHBNRIDTHBEVIE L
FH, wicELET 5 ‘gentilesse’ DD —H & RERIC
B DRAT, —JTO#MERLRTIOLEELTI,

Tk, The Complaint of Venus O-E121%, ‘genti-
lesse’ (X7 5 &AL L THRHLATNBDTHAS D
o T, MEoE—Dbalad x—FLTRBZ Ll
X5,

Ther nys so high comfort to my pleasaunce,
When that I am in any hevynesse,

As for to have leyser of remembraunce,
Upon the manhod and the worthynesse,
Upon the trouthe and on the stidfastnesse
Of him whos I am al, while I may dure.
Ther oghte blame me no creature,

For every wight preiseth his gentilesse.

In him is bounte, wysdom, governaunce,
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Wel more then any mannes wit can gesse ;
For grace hath wold so ferforth him avaunce
That of knyghthod he is parfit richesse.
Honour honoureth him for his noblesse ;
Therto so wel hath formed him Nature

That I am his for ever, I him assure ;

For every wight preyseth his gentilesse.

And notwithstondyng al his suffisaunce,
His gentil herte is of so gret humblesse
To me in word, in werk, in contenaunce,
And me to serve is al his besynesse,

That I am set in verrey sikernesse.

Thus oghte I blesse wel myn aventure,
Sith that him list me serven and honoure ;
For every wight preiseth his gentilesse.
(Ven, 1-24)

e “I”1% Venus, > ¥ v lady #Eb L, TDFDE
DFLle-Tb, £LT, Fh “he” 1k, Hicied
courtly lover /R L T\ %, KO IhAEE L & T,
BADEROO LDV EOHR R T EIEE/DE
BT EFI . ThEiwdIDnh, HOLD ELTHED
‘gentilesse’ ZEEL 2\ DI FeuL b, £ L THED
‘gentilesse’ # 85 L.LAEE D, FHEROZENTE
Be EWVAIDONRIDOFHEOKETHLN, —RLT, Th
% courtly love DB BE A NLFHFTH 5 Z &L I1LH
BThb, LT, Zoicfuvbhb ‘gentilesse’ (3,
4224 ci1c B4 Moral Balade o354 & B4, B85 L X,
SURIe AR, RE, BAX, 4, BElG, BLERE
AT DL, BLARE, DHMEOEROBHLE L TH
BRTWBEDTH B, LT, ZhboEMIMAIZR
BHbhdmnbwd e, ZOHEE, BTk, &
THEBALCKI CLI2X T, EDTH5B, Alb, =
DFETIL, F3F Gentilesse & IRBHIC,

My lady is the verrey sours and welle
Of---gentilnesse.
(Mars, 174-75)

LW ZENERINTHEDTH S,

Z O X 5z, 55F Gentilesse 1 ¥\~ T, ‘gentilesse’
FHICHRTHIDELTELZBRATVSDIIKL
5, The Complaint of Venus o3\ Tk, FhIIZ
ANDBRHI L > TEBTHI0L L THIAN TV EHD T
HBHM, WTFhoBEicd ‘gentilesse’ 13, A& L THE

LENDTOTOEROBHLELTHAVERTHSD
B, AERICE, WEEEEEZRILTV-50TH S,
CHLICHERRE 2 C, g, EEE FU AR
BELURHER L - 7= ‘gentilesse’ % ‘verray gen-
tilesse’ LMY, WEOEOD, BEFCHREI L LN
B O\ ‘gentilesse’ % ‘courtly gentilesse’ & FE.& &
r1iz¥ %, Chaucer 13, Zo—# o ‘gentilesse’ #H 5
RECIIEBR IS, EhrRICImEORF AL CTH
HDTHB, T, LUF, o ‘verray gentilesse’ &
‘courtly gentilesse’ 73, Chaucer OfERICERED L 5
CRbhs0h, Z0HHEE, FacBiLTth 4L
FLCR, MBLYHEL V&R,

il

‘Verray gentilesse’ o g&in The Wife of Bath's
Tale DFRThHigh OFTHBEL TiTlebh TV 50 1XfAE
HMOZETHD, Wb, TOEFENTH LW
5 BUEL B RETL SNIHEVELY, FIBEOKT
BLEEHRW_IcDIT LT, TDOEEDTT 5 KD Fig,
‘gentilesse’ DRV BN B, BLH L, Tk, #E
DEE Y F Wife of Bath 23, #E (clerk) ThH -7 &5
BREEHORNOBILMBEFICRELLSDEE
ThmhH?, ZEITED gentleman & (ZZ D X 5 7c A
&<,

Looke who that is moost vertuous alway,
Pryvee and apert, and moost entendeth ay
To do the gentil dedes that he kan;

Taak hym for the grettest gentil man.

Crist wole we clayme of hym oure gentillesse,
Nat of oure eldres for hire old richesse.
(WBT, 1113-18)

EHTHE, ZCEHEPNTVDDIIRO=Z[TH B,
El%, (1)E o gentleman & 1%, EER 7w HICETICHT
ANTH 5B, (2) ‘Gentilesse’ 13, FV R MTESEXXHD
TH b, (3) ‘Gentilesse’ 1%, HEERE &L 1 XEERTH 5,
D= SR, FIEEIL ‘verray gentilesse’ Hig h R L
H IR, tk 2iE, (DBIL TE, ko, ADRT
WAHITS, £ TR EIELLARET I HEY R L
ELTEBbHTOTHB L(WBT, 1139-45), 2izo\»
T, Dante »H 5[ &Y, ZEFTEASh
%o

Thy gentillesse cometh for God allone.

Thanne comth oure verray gentillesse of grace;
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It was no thyng biquethe us with oure place. '
(WBT, 1162-64)

F7, G onTi, BELLEVEEROAMICOIE T
Tullius Hostillius 23 & h, BLEZ LrExbh
%, Zi#i¥, “The hye God, on whom that we
bileeve, / In wilful poverte chees to lyve his lyf]
(WBT, 1178-79) tigh L, BR%
(WBT, 1183) % %\~ (% “hateful good” (WBT, 1195) &
TR,

“glad poverte”

Poverte is this, although it seme alenge,
Possessioun that no wight wol chalenge.
Poverte ful ofte, whan a man is lowe,

Maketh his God and eek hymself to knowe.
Poverte a spectacle is, as thynketh me,
Thurgh which he may his verray freendes see.
(WBT, 1199-1204)

LEBOMARFHDOTH D, Z I THREZDHELT 2
TuBDE, B Hai, “he that noght hath, ne coveite-
th have, / Is riche.” (WBT, 1189-90) £ \~5 FV = b
BT D TH B, D X S ITHEEDOHERIE, ¥V A
b3 &R DR 1 ‘verray gentilesse’ DR D — Ui
HEERIC LD ETE XL 5,

‘Verray gentilesse’ (3, FID{EFAD U DD ENIC
LN T BDOED, Bz, The Parsonw’s Tale [7¥%
IaZoFERIERACMET LD TH D, &5 DI,
Canterbury KE2# ~ K tLEDF T4, Parson (3EH
BAE HIRD, bhbhichittaso ABoEOE
EH BT NDEEZLNDNDLTH %,

Parson (¥, ¥, foAKEMN ‘gentilesse’ THH Z &
<o

.++God of his endelees goodnesse hath set hem [
ie. men] in heigh estaat, or yeven hem wit,
strengthe of body, heele, beautee, prosperitee, /
and boghte hem fro the deeth with herte-blood,
that they so unkyndely, agayns his gentilesse,
quiten hym so vileynsly to slaughtre of hir owene
soules.

(ParsT 153-54)

COFRT, MEOREITRTHBEATHS, LA
AdFV 2+ ‘gentilesse’ 1TIdiE L BiE VD TH
Bo b ADT IO gentility 55 D1 E»le s & T
BB, AERDRBEELNELL, £Thi v &b, B

3

*

L

BT CH B & A, Chaucer 13- b b ‘gentilesse’ &
A ERDHEDTHBEN, 50 olbnid, Bk
2o cERTHY, T, BROBYW T2y,
L5 DTH B, IS, AR, B o ‘gentilesse’ i,
FDOED ‘gentilesse’ ZE > TLEH> LD THAHLH
nigu, KH, O EORTEEINLMEDHS ‘gen-
trie’ (= gentility) 732 %, & Parson (¥Zig# H» T
<o

that

-0 manere gentrie is for to preise,

apparailleth mannes corage with vertues and
moralitees, and maketh hym Cristes child.

(ParsT, 461)

ZDXHITBDHH AT, ‘gentilesse’ @E&L (generale
signes) niE i b, & Parson 3zE5H, ZoEhé i, #
BE1E L < (curteisye), ‘(i & »>T(clennesse), LHAVE <
(liberal), p»> A Ei)(benigne) TH B Z L TH D, L
LT, &5IT, % Seneca DEEHEA L T, T
» %5 Z & (debonairetee) % [ {5 (pitee) D B EH % b 31
{DTHD, iEED Parson 1, 7 DAL, MBI L
7 ‘gentilesse’ DMLEE NFHTHDOTH 5,

XC, Troilus and Criseyde 1%, ‘courtly gentilesse’
DMBPTHIAIREL T B, F T4+ VEDOET
283 % knight < squire iI0 5% & BF &5 2 7z Troilus
1%, God of Love iz fih v, 38fRE D Criseyde #—
BRIk, ToXBoEAx@L T, HighHk
H—EIRDHDTH 5,

=++in the town his manere tho forth ay
Soo goodly was, and gat hym so in grace,
That ecch hym loved that loked on his face.
For he bicom the frendlieste wight,

The gentilest, and ek the mooste fre,

The thriftiest and oon the beste knyght,
That in his tyme was or myghte be.

Dede were his japes and his cruelte,

His heighe port and his manere estraunge,
And ecch of tho gan for a vertu chaunge.
(Tr, Bk 1, 1076-85)

Criseyde ~D %, EIbHADFETIX/cL, W EHE
(secular love) %@L T b hic'gentilesse’ TH b, =
51T, #iBt = Ah e - T, Criseyde iz & » T
W 7e B BT BT REDIRWRA & g - % Troilus
13, Duiciy, Criseyde it X » T MEL & 0iEJ (sours
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of gentilesse) (77, Bk VI, 1590-91) & i HITE 5
DTHb, CDXH7, BLoBrxBLTELRD
‘gentilesse’ %3, Andreas Capellanus 7% The At of
Courty Love DT RT\ 5 & 2 A0, [EnbIEH
ENBOTHRFIE BRAOIUEBELVTRVEDD
Bz, Thdz, B rhbWHEDFERTHS ML
WO EORAKRFERECA > THIrRTWEDRES ETH
ez & Th B, Troilus oeEDE % & % Chaucer B
&7, #HoXT,

-ofor every wyght, I gesse,
That loveth wel, meneth but gentilesse.
(Tr. Bk III, 1147-48)

LB EMML TV HHEREREY L TH, courtly love &
‘gentilesse’ & DBEARARC BHEINLTWBHEEZED
BV OTHD, T, —K, BEFOHEI HEH
THEAER A, gentleman & X7z b A ieDTH A
5 h

(BEEFL, TOBFBICL-T, BRAEFYED
TOORGEBERERTHD, Tk, i, HbP3
EHEHEFEDOER TH - 7] P& Sidney Painter (%
French Chivalry D TE T 50, B dito
A 4, Ekiz Chaucer @ audience TH » - EEALHE D
H L < oo courty love 3\ -2k, Guillaume de
Lorris @iz 7c % Le Roman de la Rose DRIETH »
7o 5% Chaucer 4 ZDEDE L Ieotc bz T, The
Romaunt of the Rose & LT, HitrEZE~DOIHHRTH
K2 T\ 5, ‘Courtly gentilesse’ # ¥+ 5 T, =
DECH A B ‘gentilesse’ HEET S Z Lk, HieH
LRI ETEDHDE L,

Chaucer @ The Romaunt of the Rose \3=-2>D %45
(fragments) 725 -> Tk H, Fragment A TiX, BE
AP HFEE L TRD, T, MEELLTRILE
hhy, allegory Ik » TRI AT B, ZYTHETO
SRS - EeBEHIRZ 5 TH 5,

FADVPINCHR - THNTUT LERIE S, Th
HECHRECTREE L TCT, ZToMEhTE,

‘Hate,” ‘Felonye,” ‘Vilanye, ‘Coveitise,” ‘Avarice,
‘Enyye,” ‘Sorowe,” ‘Elde,’ ‘Pope-Holy,’ # L T
‘Poverte’ ofE PN T\W5b, [fTEDZL
‘Yedelnesse’ »FIxBT TRHRARBLANS, ED
gibi ‘Myrthe’ ©, f# &3t lady ‘Gladnesse’ #3
5%, Lady ‘Curtesie’ 2%, 16Tk T3
h DERICEFAEZEINER 5, God of love #% ‘Beau-

te’ OFw L HF D oz, ‘Richesse,” ‘Fraun-
chise,” ‘Curtesye,” # L € ‘Youthe’ 23\%, ()
(Rom, Fragment A)

LB b5 X 51, BECHrhTw5, M
% BZUHLrEEXLEEERTAEE, D
vices £\ 5 Z LB L, AT, BRHOEDHFICHA
hafEs, BE, RE ALE % B BX XH, F
FREELICHE LVEE, Blb, virtues L\ 5 2 &
2k, COX5 B ERD, BYFIsAE, B
MR EZEA, gentleman 5 Z LT B TH B,

Fragment B i3, Xbig, EMAEF A courtly
lover & LTS bt b s o & BT 8F
T 5. NRCHE - TEHOBE DO Dhkiiv BT T
HE 5, B, METHAZ EN—FIFL, LT
FPL,

Thise vilayns arn withouten pitee,
Frendshipe, love, and all bounte.
(Rom, Frag B,2183-84)

L# x5, Churls iw/kiF % & D23, i, gentleman iz
LBDEBERDTH B, T, NEWFICHLLLh
By, WS T ELMBELLD,

-ssbe wise and aqueyntable,
Goodly of word, and resonable
Bothe to lesse and eke to mare.
(Rom, Frag B, 2213-15)

X 51z, ‘courtly gentilesse’ DEEIEE TH 5 HY,

-+<all wymmen serve and preise,
And to thy power her honour reise.
(Rom, Frag B, 2229-30)

EEME, T T B RORBEYETET 5O TH B,
O, FEIHEERD, HRELAALEROZ LT
fih B,

Mayntene thysilf aftir thi rent,

Of robe and eke of garnement

(Rom, Frag B, 2255-56)

Of shon and bootes, newe and faire,
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Loke at the leest thou have a paire.
(Rom, Frag B, 2265-66)

Thy nailes blak if thou maist see,
Voide it awey delyverly,

And kembe thyn heed right jolily.
(Rom, Frag B, 2282-84)

LT, ¥, Bay, AT sEE BRTHHC
LRI EES R L LT, EBOEECHY oY
B LEEDLDTH D, CT O General Prologue T
754 % B (lovyere) & LCTiRA&h 5 Squire »3, [0
LTy OFE A, Hak Ty (Syngyng he was,
or floytyng, al the day.) (Gen Prol,91) &\~ 5 FEXE
Wi XE5—HTh b,

I\Y

gl t, Chaucer @ ‘gentilesse’ ® —DDHE——F V) A
F TR X L7 ‘verray gentilesse’ O{EIiE & courtly
love IZ# X L 7- ‘courtly gentilesse’ D IE——% R T
St Th HH, WE R LERE TS LS EROME
Bl PRMEOMICERYSIETELHE - OHB T
L BT\ A Teus, Chaucer o % < @ I
oFIE, EEE, EbLEBHPOOrnNBD, b
LLEmAENRE LTV B EW GRS 2 5 Afb 4
el WD TH D, FHIEERMLT LS ‘gentilesse’ &
WHSERFIR b DTV, LL, ZOFED
BAD LA, EHrCIRETRTRLISTD
OENEET S EBbhb, T, Z0X57%
lesse’ o= > flfi%x, Chaucer (ZfICR T /DT
HH 5 D%

Chaucer ® F Bt 0 T ES A John Gower (& Vox
clamantis O, courtly love %, [ZEADILTIER -
TEAX6THRFIODEDE LT, FhL S HHET
LB A E 5, LorL, Chaucer 1, Gower Off <,
% 5 ¥ Y courtly love CBEEMNBELX L H Lol &
B L\, TR ET A, Troilus & Criseyde D& &1
CEOHE L IERD SN 5EHI, Chaucer AT
EHFCERY LD, BELATW PR TRTHOTT
bHb, LhL, FRTHiREsD, BEHREREOM
EHREE, PRETOBEE A RFAL LT, HEEED
ETOBEEEY, BT, LHBRICKR->TF) A MK
I E OBIEOFICUARFE 2 50T & D,
E0,F VA MEDO LBV TWEBbh DD TH 5,
Chaucer (Z{F£ DI 2 5, Troilus # Z 4] 5 7 Cri-
seyde ¥ FADEL D mOHRELTRAH ) LEELRT

‘genti-

*

Ld

DTHBH, LivL, HHOBFOKERIRT LI, M
DF, BB, iz, GhkkubOTLirkhro7,
EHRCHIZELSADLEBT T 530 TH L LM
nizu, B2, RRENCE, ) A PEREMT SR
‘verray gentilesse’ 1 B #[AF L, & Chaucer (¥ audi-
ence 1 HBEACE Y LT TCHBDTH B, T, £5
TAHONEETH D, Chaucer ik, 7c& 2 68T5HT L
DHo>Th, L5005 HEFREINCKEIL T
THA 5, Chaucer », CT #EHER)KRL.TH 5 Parson
DEROI T THHRMBEATLD DD, Zof
T ‘verray gentilesse’ HEIITFE T B DL, BLT
BADZ LTREILDTH 5,

E

* AR, 1980F10A19H, REHAFETHIAAF
WIS HEPFFELE=+EfEC s TRELICSD
<,

1. Chaucer (¥, ‘gentle’ [E#E ‘noble’ 4 %ML T\ %
2, HEIFEESZIEREE L L THV-b v, OED
o ‘gentle’ »IE T, “originally used synonymously
with noble” & 5%,

2. Chaucer »»b05|[H x4 ~t, F- N. Robinson
(ed.), The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer (London:
Oxford University Press, 1974) c#ill» 7z, 7c¥s, &K
Farhf# A U 7= Chaucer fEfROBE B 13T X T Z DD
KE5FE (p. 647) 1Tl -7,

3. Kean s, CT o LT
‘Fortune and Free Will ‘Marriage,” ‘Nobleness of
Man' o=#g% FiFctw5, (P. M. Kean, Chaucer
and the Making of English Poetry, Volume 11, The
Art of Narrative | London and Boston: Rout-
lege & Kegan Paul, 1972] pp. 165-85.)

4. FlziE, ‘gentle’ iz oWTE 2T, [BFooE W] E
BEHEDITE LD I ITHED Lo e | TEHE
MERoEE R MERTe] TRE L] TEDFEL)
MEn8 7] [(F = 208 v 2E0EwK) Fhikz]
FOBHERNEZ LN B,

5. Cf. Norman Blake, The Ewnglish Language in
Medieval Literature (London : Dent, 1977). RZD
8 4 FT, Blake i,

lacked the same clear-cut significance or connota-

“major themes”

“words in medieval English

tive associations of modern words.” (p.99) &ab-x,
“key-word” X b repetition 7¢c ¥ o “pattern” D EE
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