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“Nature’s law” in Hyperion

Norio YOSHIGA

Keats shows us three stages in history in Hyperion: the first is the world which Titans
conquered; the second, the world of Saturn; the third, the world of the Olympian gods. In
Hyperion the change from the world of Saturn to that of the Olympian gods is depicted and the
process pictured in Oceanus’ speech reminds us of Keats’ idea of human life.

He compared human life to a “large Mansinon of Many Apartments” and the kingdom of
Saturn corresponds to the second room, “the Chamber of Maiden Thought ” where beauty is
considred a supreme law. Although Oceanus thinks that the law of beauty is almighty in all pe-
riods of history, we find that beauty is no longer absolute for the Olympian gods in Book III. It
may be said that he makes a serious mistake to believe that beauty is the principal law in every
stage of history when he regards beauty as a “Nature’s law” and “eternal truth”. The idea of
“Nature’s law” which implies the progress toward the perfect beauty is too romantic and naive
to become the dominant law of Hyperion. The romantic view of Nature in Oceanus’ speech
includes a factor which made Hyperion unfinished.
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--.the poem if completed would have treated of
the dethronement of Hyperion, the former god of
Sun, by Apollo—and incidentally of those of
Oceanus by Neptune, of Saturn by Jupiter, etc., and
of the war of the Giants for Saturn’s re-establish-
ment—with other events, of which we have but very
dark hints in the mythological poet of Greece and

Rome'.
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---Apollo, now conscious of his divinity, would
have gone to Olympus, heard from the lips of Jove
his newly acquired supermacy, and been called
upon by the rebel three to secure the kingdom that
awaited him. He would have gone forth to meet
Hyperion who, struck by the power of supreme

beauty, would have found resistance impossible.
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tis the eternal law

That first in beauty should be first in might.®
(Hyperion, 11, 228—229)
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It (French Revolution ) put a stop to the rapid
progress of free sentiments in England; and gave
our Court hopes of turning back ot the despotism of
the 16(th])century.*
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Tell me, all ye brethren Gods,
How we can war, how engine our great wroath?
Oh, speak your counsel now, for Saturn’s ear
Is all a-hungered. Thou, Oceanus,
Ponderest high and deep; and in thy face
I see, astonied, the severe content
Which comes of thought and musing. Give us

help ! .
(Hyperion,1I, 160—166)
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We fall by course of Nature’s law, not force

Of thunder, or Jove. Great Saturn, thou

Hast sifted well the atom-universe;

But for this reason, that thou art the King,

And only blind from sheer supremacy,

One avenue was shaded from thine eyes,

Through which I wandered to eternal truth.
(Hyperion, 11, 181—187)

Oceanus %, B AR E 5 HERMILHFETIER L,
“Nature’slaw”icZiah, EBTHbDEELS. K
T Saturn #HTi37s < “King” & O, H oM EE
ET 5o

And first, as thou wast not the first of powers,

So art thou not the last; it cannot be.

Thou art not the begining nor the end.
(Hyperion, 11, 188—190)
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In the “historical” sense Nature means “things as

they now are or have become”, natura naturata; in
the other sense, ‘things as they may become’ natura
naturata --- The ‘nature’ of anything may be
conceived either as its ‘original’state when fresh
from the hands God and before it has acquired any
‘artificial’ accretions, or as its final state, when it
has attained the fullest development of which it is
capable, and realized most perfactaly its oxn inner
principle. All depends upon whether “Nature is
regarded as a fixed state or something ‘evermore

about to be.”
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Nature and Nature’s laws lay hid in night:
God said, Let Newton be ! and all was light!®
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From chaos and parental darkness came

Light, the first fruits of that intestine broil,

That sullen ferment, which for wondrous ends

Was ripening in itself. The ripe hour came,

And with it light, and light, engendering

Upon its own producer, forthwith touched

The whole enormous matter into life.

Upon that very hour, our parentage,

The Heavens and the Earth, were manifest;

Then thou first-born, and we the giant race,

Found ourselves ruling new and beauteous realms.
(Hyperion, 11, 191-121)
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Darkness was first and then a light there was;
Fome Chaos came the Heavens and the Earth

The first--- grand Parent

LW EEED AR #EBbR A= T\ 70
20, Thzilkl, BEOHBTLTw5, F— Y I38
£ 1 b v(Milton)o Paradise Lost %R X001,
HHE THETHEAR] OMERELH>LLTBDT
BB,

TN BT e %191 T b 201 TSR THERT
N Xz L3, 191 47 B o “parental”;198 7 B o “parent-
age”, L CHIBR S hicfTic R b h 5 “Parent” L\~ 5 FEi
BrRxhs (Bl tws A x—-—oThsb ZLTERD
DA A= HFFTDorn” L\ 5 FENEKDLNID, Tiob
LI ITE, BrbTAELIHRTEDA 2 -2,
WHENTAEYR, BEARIER L\ 5 B b K ibElE
NELR, EEEOBME LTTdn, kil
DEARBHEINL S ELTW5,

=
e

H

i

*

BRALLTERRYR DI~ VIROEBHTH D,
% Z kb b metapher (X, FhLIFTOMERIE 5
L57b 0Tz, Gz TE 2 E M8 <hs
EWSY ZhixOceanus DA —F12h L {FEbhT
W%, Oceanus 1XE Afk % “forest-tree” =M 2, 5 A%
WHROZHEE D, FOTESEEREE LERAUE
B R BRECE R RORICE B,

Say, doth the dull soil
Quarrel with the proud forests it hath fed,
And feedeth still, more comely than itself ?
Can it deny the chiefdom of qreen groves ?
Or shall the tree be envious of the dove
Because it cooeth, and hath snowy wings
To wander wherewithal and bind its joys ?
We are such forest-trees, and our fair boughs
Have bred forth, not pale solitary doves,
But eagles golden-feathered, who do tower
Above us in their beauty and must reigh
Inright therenf..

(Hyperion, 11, 217—228)
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‘tis the eternal law

That first in beauty should be first in might;
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Yea, by that law, another race may drive
Our conquerors to thourn as we do now.
(Hyperion, 11, 228—341)
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I was at home,

And should have been most happy, but [ saw
Too far into the sea——where every maw
The greater on the less feeds evermore: - -
But I saw too distinct into the core
Of an eternal fierce destruction,
And so from happiness I far was gone.

(To J.H. Reynolds , Esq. 11. 92—98)
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---we no sooner get into the second Chamber,
which I shall call the Chamber of Maiden-
Thought, than we become intoxicated with the
light and the atmosphere, we see nothing but
pleasant wonders, and think of delying there for

ever in delight.*
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---the world is full of Misery and Heartbreak,
Pain, Sickness and oppression——whereby this
Chamber of Maiden Thought becomes gradually
darken’d and at the same time on all sides of it
many doors are set open——but all dark——all
leading to dark passages—— We see not the

ballace of good and evil. We are in a Mist.!®
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Knowledge enormous makes a God of me.
Name, deeds, legends, dire events, rebellions,
Majesties, sovran voice, agonies,
Creations and destroying, all at once
Pour into the wide hollws of my brain,
And deify me, as if some blithe wine
Or bright elixir peerless I had drunk,
And so become immortal.
(Hyperion, 111, 113—120)
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