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Adverbs and Their Syntactic Positions

Koo-ichi ABE

It is well known that adverbs can appear in relatively various positions in English. Until

now several scholars such as Jackendoff, Emonds, Culicover & Wexler and Keyser tried to explain

this matter, but they seem to have failed to account for all occurrences of adverbs sufficiently. As

an alternative, we suggest a solution by means of our phrase structure with ‘layered’ Verb Phrase

and Transportability on the strength of Jackendoff (1978)’s analysis.

I . Introduction

BIFNIAL O fhFA & X, BB A AiefiBIcBb
NBHZENTES, (DOFITE, » vy aHIBIT3EIRF
2,77V IsDEZRTHEbhD I ENARENT S,
(1) S Adverb

a.  ,John___ will ___ have ?? been beaten by
Bill, . (probably)

b. , John  has  been ?? answering
questions for an hour, . (evidently)

VP Adverb

cJohn has ?? been  answering questions
_ foranhour __ . (slowly)

d. John will ?? be  finishing his carrots
(completely)

Merely —class Adverb
e.John  will  have  been _  question-
ed by the police. (merely, simply, scarcely)®
5% THRADEE (Hlx ¥, Jackendoff, Emonds,
Culicover & Wexler, Keyser) 73, & 5\vofeZ &235
EHBALI S ERBZTELD, BAEKRIDL, TNTOFH
FORbNAMEYFSCHATE L XEBbhity,
ZITETRULDIL, FAORELIERL, K«
DREZFRLILVGER S, ZoHlE, D7 —27b
P BEEAEL THLS, S adverb & XiEh 5 b D,
HEMBRICEDLIhS, L THBHE DRI EbhR
7t VP adverb i e BF@ABDHNICESI S X 5
THh5b, X, merely-class adverb 1%, BB FEIICE LI
BLETHB, THWLERESE LT, ELdTR
ABREDIDIL, ThbDZ EEHPLCEhr®E

2 TH LI,

II. Emonds (1976)

Emonds (1976) i3, *®ifF»Emonds (1972) &1,
1BEAELRIFRCEALTREE > TULRLDT, 22Tk
Emonds (1976) %t b £ 5,

Wz ks e, MWERALBEFRECEKET, ko X5
A ERAN O AP ofiBic, BIFREYERIE T 5,

(2) S—> COMP—NP—(AP)—AUX—EMP)—
VP
VP——(AP)—V—TENSE—(NP)—(PP)—(S)

LT, BElifes+aZERHRAE L, AP Preposing,
Adverbial Dislocation, Manner Movement &\+% 3 -2
DHANEEZ T\ 5,

(3) AP Preposing

AUX /V\
i we actu‘ally areln't A NP

do}nq our s;are

(4) Adverbial Dislocation

///——?\

T

we actually aren't V P
actually & I
T | !

} doing our share |

S —— S

(5) Manner Movement

//\
NlP TETSE /V,P\
John s v
l =

have AIP ‘{ '
% aaner £he question i_,l:xgt_g%uggn_tly
1
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AP Preposing (%, S adverb # LB ~% - TW <,
Adverbial Dislocation i, S adverb %3k ~% - TW<,
Manner Movement (3, VP adverb % postverbal oAz
&ps & preverbal DAIEN EBET 5, LA L, merely-
class adverb (¥, B AR X BZE LT 7elyy £2 T,
%7 LC Emonds 0 a#EEHA & 3 DDEH T, $XC
DEFOREXFHATE D E VIRV AET S, S
adverb i D\ TS 2%, AP Preposing i X h EHIZE
B kL, base DFIBEIC L hEFELE OO E—B B
LoicEbh sz & &, 612 Adverbial Dislocation
X h R Ebh A Z LB IhD, ETAHD,
DSk T, S adverb 23, # 1 BBy & 5 2 BhED
& DD h T, 5 2 BYENRA & 58 3 BhBhER & D
ChEbhsZ Eh, BBTE R,

(6) S Adverb

Nim

|
John probably will v /P\
_halve \‘/ /VK

been \ll Pf

beaten by Bill

AP Preposing Adverbial Dislocation

5\ o e FA R BT A 12ty Emonds D4R T
1%, Sadverbizk LT, 6122 DDOEEHINEL LB,
VP adverb izo\~C& % &, Emonds 0z T,
Manner Movement ruleiz X b, FhFho VP o
preverbal DB IEbh b Z &, BEIEh 5H[D post-
verbal DB (FEMHL BT, ik, VP adverba3rk
OPP A bLIRE IR TVE) KHbhb o EnBATE
%, LMoL, oz T VP adverb 3, X NP &
S<PP LoficBibh s 2 ENFBATE L,

(7) VP adverb

/‘\
5 AUX
N| | X /;&\

John has AP

| -~ ———

_—
T been AlP v P P AP

% answering questions _for an hour slcrwly

Manner Movement

%z, merely- class adverb Iz o\WT & % & (R,
Emonds 048 Cl%, scarcely-class adverb), #icxz
DIDOEMIILTTIE, 2027 5 ADFIFEE, S& VP
CHEEIN/I-AP O EHH, LZicTLHEbNY D E
EZ T, T THROGHICHZE, ROLSC—"2
Oz, merely S BlFAER VDL b o ICXIER
EhTL¥E 5,

ZIZT, TH5v o @Y RIT 5 oDy, merely
—class adverb 1243, 1 2DREDOMEH%E 2, BT X

#oF

(8) Merely-class Adverb

NP AP AUX /ZK
John merely will P \|7 %\VP\
m_eéy have AP v

merely been beaten by Bill

> THlho AP DRIE~BBH I h 5 LTI vwnd Lha
A4S

HUERTE% X 51, Emonds o3#ic k 5 &, Bk
FETR, TRCOBFROREXFTPFTERZ LA
73%,% L Emonds 045 #71cfED 5 72 51F, merely-class
adverb @ base DALE & 31T, < ONDEHANLE
RHTHHSH,

m. Culicover & Wexler (1973)

T’oux, 90 X5 ks, 1), (0 X5 LW
T, ITXCOEFHDHHHHEL L5 &7 5,

(9)
COMP . ADV (speaker-oriented)

. P/>ED\
PRED ADV (tempora1) (2)

e
(subject-oriented) ADV M Tense/v\ ADV (VP)
P

v N

(1) Speaker-oriented Adverb Preposing

Stanley AUX E
AD 1‘4 Tense finish his Wheaties

will

(1) Subject-oriented Adverb Movement

(19 VP Adverb Preposing

o /S\E
NP PRED

|
Stanley %X
P? Tense A|V
/v\ completely

finish

will

his Wheaties
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Culicover & Wexler (¥ Emonds (1976) & 13 &7k b, 2
DS adverb st LT, Bl 4 IiERBOME & B 1L
HELT D, TORIE DD, Flzig, ROF
T Lo,

(13 a. Speaker-oriented Adverb

Evidently, John ate the beans.
John evidently ate the beans.
John ate the beans, evidently.
b. Subject-oriented Adverb
Clumsily, John dropped his cup of coffee.
John clumsily dropped his cup of coffee.

?? John dropped his cup of coffee, clumsily.
subject-oriented adverb (¥, speaker-oriented adverb
LB, R EbhiWZ L TH B, LrL, B
L4EEl b Bz e % 25, Jackendoff (1972)T%, o
LRSSV, HITETIRAIT, SUROMBIICKT
% subject-oriented adverb 1oL, SR A 5 2 Ie\ 2 1T
IoT, ThEHRLISEL TS, EBLOGH
IV E—EE 2 7oA, A U S adverb %A —7g AN
TR FHD, CoELWIHIIBEbIRS, £505C
EREZERNT, BHRED X CEIFRAOS 23
FTHErERTAL S,

#5051z X huE, speaker-oriented adverb 733
B, % 1BEFREO, ROXKCHELIhSLZ LEHHAT
%, LnL, TofloXse, Z0s 7 ADRRE;E
to, &2 BEFORICHE 3 BBR O RS 2 L,
WD ENTEI,

(14 Speaker-oriented Adverb

co{//ﬁb\bv
NP PRED prolably

ADV l‘r Tense ‘f /VK

have v

———been beaten by Bill

2OV mEERRND DL, OB HNE L
th 5,

iz, subject-oriented adverb 1z o\ TE 2 TH 5B &,
(50 X 5 fefflix, 0I5 X5 RAETIREShA Z

LTl B,

(a. ,she  will _ have ?? been *?
questioned by the police. (carelessly,
foolishly)

b.  ,John  will___ have?? been *? beaten

by Bill. (carelessly)

IR VDT 23

(1§ Subject-oriented Adverb

CcoMP

oo mm
ﬂ;;%§\m P
ATV "M Ténse V VP

carelessl

Zf:::::::::_
| >
v by the police

questioned

IOHHTIE, ?20LEIATIVIKLTE, *?DiEE
AEFFE NI E Z A0 ‘questioned &\ 5 BjEOFTE T
FHE XA DL, overgenerate D X 5 ICE B,

VP adverb iz o\WTR % &, b &R X, (1o)
DENEINDOE A RT X 5, ‘been’ & ‘answering’ D §ijiz
BT L Rbh5, LaL, ZOBIFELNE - foran
hour': \» 5 PPoRnicBlbn s & L1k, FHEI ML,

n VP Adverb

answering

&%z, merely-class adverb 2>\ C &% &, Culi-
cover & Wexler Ti¥, Zh bioxt L CHRBEHRAILE
WAL TTuieub iz, AFZ PP EBbh B
temporal adverb Io % L TEBOMBEXHFEL T 5,
ZDT kL, S DS T, merely-class adverb # it
LHMhbREETERRGZ LD, BHEhIESD KK
Lieh 5,

PAERT& 7% X 51, Culicover & Wexler O 47 %
DEETIE, EFOTRCOGHERT Z L IRTEET
HHI Lot

IV. Jackendoff (1978)

Tk, MEOEHET, BlFEBIL ¢, Jackendoff
(1972) DEIEETH 5, Jackendoff (1978)D A& Hy b |k
T 5, FOBIELITZRD 2 5 TH%: (i) Transportability
Conventions?, S adverbi¥»: h T7g < VP adverbiz 4,
WhhB XSl &, (i) strictly-subcategorized
adverb (B THLEE® » 5 {LEIZ) 2% subcategorize X
fig> VP adverb & 13, Bie s mBBONMNEBRYE 2 bh
HX5KIgstzZ &, T2 T, Transportability Con-
vention (BEI A REM DK & 13, Keyser (1968) FIZE
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T, KDL 3R Rbh T3,
(18 Transportability Convention (Keyser, 1968)

This convention permits a particular constit-
uent to occupy any position in a derived tree so

long as the sister relationships with all other

nodes in the tree are maintained.

FZT, WD X5 EENrE LR, ZORMTLED
W, flziE, Sadverb T# % probably 23d)D L&
base b % &35 &, sister BIRERONE Y BET
XHEVH T ERDT, Thi@), (b), ©@DWFhiZh
BbhbZ EARE&hs, —Je), (i sister BRI
WO TBEINAZ Litis\y, ZOZELIFELLKESE
LHIET B, iz, BEE Fzdibe SLERAE V5 DX
(—i @A TE L » 9k S hisw, 2% b, B
1ZE->TED LTLRFENLERLRD LIEE 28D

L), BRI 2 EDTERWVERT, WOFITIE,

BlFEE bl 2 OFEFIRT, X, TOMELE)
HAADBICEE->TLDH L5 THS,

(0) Strictly-subcategorized Adverb
a. John worded the letter carefully.
*John worded the letter.
*John carefully worded the letter.
b. Steve dresses elegantly.
*Steve dresses.

*Steve elegantly dresses.

ZIZTE, ESLTEIVsBELEsTen b Wi
MBI B B A ARk e\ A, Transportability &
DWTE 21%, VP & So adverb ##i—fwcifks 5 & L
DM, SEOEBETHH, X, HETALHED» 5 LE
FAEHLT, HLOWRBEOMEYRELLDOL, 55%
V0iE 5 VP adverb & XG5 70T, ¥RDIEHE & W
X %o

Fh T, EBEORIFAD 5%, Jackendoffix & X 5
CHBELTWBDERTHE 5, Jackendoff 1%, T
Bt 2 oDBEYED, KD X 5 &R % T
T, FBELL S LT 5,

21)
o0 =00 = = ([ ] ) - oY
—(S)
V" - (have-en)— (be-ing) ——<[ éqflrans}m)*——V'
—(PP)*=(S)

v - v-oe—er - ({XE) ({4877)) -
—(PP)—(PP)—(S)

AR T, VIR EEFTOSERIGT 5, LT, V”
CEEXE IR TWAEFEE, Sadverb &5 2 &1
7eh, ViR Eh T\ 5 el VP adverb & 72 b, V/
X Eh T 3Bl BETA#ED 5 LElf & v
5 ¢Icieh, T, [+Trans] &\~ 5 E 1L, Keyser
WCHD\ T, sister BIfRERD 5 50 E D EZATLBE
INBENS T EDT, ZDOEMEX LD Sadverb & VP
adverb D ZBEFH I h, Z OFEMEE b i\ EE T ED
w 5 {LEIFEE, postverbal OALE DB XE NI i\
LB,
B, SadverblicowTHEOSHERTHL S,

2) S Adverb

l
w111 have ' probably
L ,\f A(been eaten by Bi

2T, wil) 2B BRI E :
- T, Have-Be Raising 2 \{EZF 1 #@f3 5% &, —I& S ad-
verbdO$+XTOpfHrHBTE sz Licic s, (Have-
Be Raising oAl >\ TixB0ER)

iz, VP adverb iz owwtR % &,

@z ¥\ Tk, modal (Z

() VP Adverb

N...4\..

slowly \‘)/-\1_7'“\ for an hour
been _answering ques LensT I .

@B Lo, VickdsiiERaGOmcRE bR S
ZEA, RBATE TV,

F#%1z, merely-class adverb i oW TR % &, Jack-
endoff (%, 19728 D45 #7 & REEII78FED 5 HT T iz =
D77 ADRRAICE, FDOFEXRDILADL, TOH
BELEF b 52 THBT, o VP adverb © 51
hedtie, BosHORMERAS, L >T, Jacken-
doff (1978) D #T D% & T1x, HEXEL BB TEe
WZ LI TH D,
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V . Solution

MOECHBEICRCE L5, BRot Tk, v
EFETOVAVWARADHITICE - T, TXTOEF
DHWEHRBETHZ LI TERV, T2 T, REEXTS
MTHE b bFiEn, TOREOTHLIITHIZS
WAWHEBLEELRAN, WEEFTRTCELGHOH
Ty, —&HHEM & B 5 Jackendoff (1978) 43 #ra
BETHEVOIHET, REXFTIBIYTRLVWERS, ¥
ZFDEED 1o+ LT, Akmajian, Steele, & Wasow
(1977) (51, AS&WEABRK) 1fkp & = 5D “layered
V” (Beis - fcBhima) oafxBERLcwEBo, #
HlE, BEEAOERELT, RO XS BB cE
FRORHRIEL T 5,

(24 Akmajian,Steele, & Wasow (1977,p.8)

VB
have/\vz
b NV
v O~

5\ o elEE N, 5 DERST B VP Deletion (X229
Ti<, BEFEAOAMIEHTHH L ICEBbhb, L
MU, Z oG R 70 % ¥ Jackendoff (1978) i
HAHAAND Z LIXTERR, Ta¥eh, AS, &W
o V3 Jackendoff o V& (3R — Tz bTH 5,
Tiebb, AS, &W o Vi, Birs#iEao—&FED
EEAYRTSDTH- T, URLZOLLESHHD L
HRIELELTUVB, 22T, & LAS&WOV %
Jackendoff » V7% S ¢4+ % X syntax Z Ahikis s,
V™ tehnode wRETH Z LTl h, THITIE, WA
AMEND B, 1201k, Jackendoff oL TR, 7
T4 ADEIFAMNS ERDOATDT L, $512
ik, Byiam o —@ & L3RR T V7R BhRR I
2 THICER® 7\ 13, X convention KT 5 & 1T
1%, FZTUT 3 20EHT, VDR H IS ZEA
FT5HZ LT B, (i) Hornstein (1977)h5Hh~X T\ 5 X
51z, X convention DHIZI\ T, S V Of S0
VRAERA-EBTAI LR, EBRSTWBIIEDL
5, (i) Jackendoff 318 2 T\~ % X 5 7c Deverbalizing
Rule #, X convention Fi-CH 5 & & (LHY) T &
Bbh b,

(25 Tensed Complenents (Deverbalizing
Rule, Jackendoff, p.224)

that
o as -
V7= 1than[~V

wh

@)D X 5 ¢ Deverbalizing Rule <%, Zflo V7”& A4l
o V7HREIfEC, Z #8522 X convention o 5 Al
THarEIAD, HADLOIERMDO LD L h—2ffiA T
Tl TE AT E WS RBNCR L TV 5, Gil) S BE
4 X conventioniz 5 #\ = & A5 5 L 5 1IcB bbb,
%%, # % 1xChomsky (1976) ic s\ +C, S——TOP-S,
S—COMP-S &\ 9 L 5 el HAlAF - T 5, X
51z, Hornstein (1977,p.160)ic R E T\ 5 X 51T,
S (HL<IES™ &5 node HFEEShB MG LA
Lo TET, ROBFIE, STERBHETB IS5 CBbh, #
CE 1 DflxFRHT b, $BX%, S”— Pres-
S” (Z Z T, Pres & 1% Presentence #757) &5 k5
RABIGHRAEE XD Liciehd,
26) [s[pres By God] [s[rop this desk] [s[s I don’t
like]]]]
(20 Mary made the point [s-[spec- n0t only] [s-[s [ come
that] [s John was a fool]] [spec- but also] [s- . . . ]

o X 5 BN T, #@Y)7c merely-class adverb
DRBOMEHE 25 LICL - T, KD X5 EFIT
B rAERChH T LITT %,

@)

Adv e um
Cirrans! N T~
7 "

M have

Iy bm"’ -
/\ +Trans
Adv "M Vv NP Adv'

+Trans’

N

(

WITF\NTC, STEEXRIShTW5EIFE, VICEESL
EXh T 58, VicEETRSh T 5EH, M
EEYE IR TV 5E8EE, Fhrthn, Sadverb, VP

adverb, strictly-subcategorized adverb, merely-class
adverb & \+ 5 = L7 B, Jackendoff DB E L RS, [+
Trans] &\ 5 FEx b - LEIFEOALBE I HZ LT
7B,z TEbic, AS&EWDIE 2 T\ 5% restruc-
turing rule@) 1 > & LT, (300 X 5 7c Have-Be Rais-

ing L\ o L —AERET D,
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(29 Restructuring Rule (A, S, & W 1977)

& &
h;ﬁ\z T~
N —3 have v
I . /\

V]

X be

be

(30) Have-Be Raising
have
x| o] {5ty
1 2 3 4
- 1 2+3 ® 4
but, in some case, even if M’ is filled, have can
be raised when have is followed by been.

RS HAI0Y & restructuring rule QO E 2 B Rk &
AT, Bl CEFOSMTNTEFHBETELNED
PRBEZLICL XS5, 273 Sadverb 0B &1 onTE S
&,

N Adv ™ N S

8) S Adverb
John E’bablx will, haVe \,I"

T 4
been beaten by Bi

BIART X 51, Sadverb i3+ _CHATREI MBI H b
B ENTE S, XHIZ, modal 235 %8¢ b, Have-Be
Raising # BT 5 2 L & F &7\ X 5 7255 T, been
DT S adverb b b & EHFHF R EMNIELL
FESh TV %,

wiz, VP adverb 0B &% HZTHL B &, BIPTRT LS
12, VP adverb 33 N CAfERMABICELI T35 X 5
TH5b,

(3) VP Adverb (after restructuring)

Nt M v
Jlohn th %l"x
been v! " Agv'"'
\f"' fox‘an% slc|>w1
Tanswering questions]\

&I, merely-class adverb D&% B 5070, &
i3l 2 v v wbhBET D, FTFH4OH5HTICE
DT, BORBELbRS,

(33 Merely-class Adverb (after restructuring)

BN F\ Tk, merely &\~ 5 BIEE 2 3 2B (T b
b, will Ol & have DE)ICBbI B Z LRI R T
WA, LaL, been iz % 7 merely nHbh s = &
PREN TN, TDZ LK LT, #ix, Sag(1976,
p3NDKRD X 5 % EF T, RET 5,

(34 a. They (simply) must (simply) have (simply)
been (*simply) being (*simply) hassled by
the police.

b. He (merely) has (merely) been (*?merely)

walking the park.

B BIHRT X 512, Sag ©FEClE, merely-class ®
ElIFEA been % being OB IC K Z 50O H XL 5ThH
%o [KRIC, $.2% native speaker IZHIWTL T b - 7ok
R, ALTHhot, ko s, (le) ThiFk
Jackendoff 5D FIZEA L CIIFHICERE CTE I LIXE 2
7e\my, Sag R Tz native speaker 7- b 0 H{ik;
1ZR89 54 & hix, merely-class adverb » 4 <X T %
iR NN ARl (e -8

DIEERT 5 &, A2 & 5 ISR a & 6o
& 5 7z restructuring rule #FT BT TCHZ LItk » T, —
B3 NCOBEDEIRADO T RCOSHEFHM LT LT
785, 122 L, BB 2 D543, Jackendoff(1978)d
SIICESCTELTERL» B E V5 T, Emonds ®
Culicover & Wexler o 5 #1135\ T, F+_CDEIH
DRMOFBARTEIRGET 5TV BHD TR, L
L, ez bid, EkHLuSHEE 25015
ELT SETEZORTELBEADEEDH LT TI,
FTRCOEFROSMEABATE L5 2L THD,
b LENDRADEEZEDHTDOBEEESYE 2 5 b,
B4 DF S e HEDR—FTCh TV B EBbhb, ¥
7o, B« O L - Transportability (&, #JgE/ 5
DERNORB L, b Mm-S < i x DZHHEI L b
bLOBCH T, FERDELTCTLLLTHD, X
DIZMZTE2E, EokFILULOFDO Lot s s
Th, $EZ5B0ED TR, ROFHLIThid
DBRTEBENE I DRETH 5,
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(Thix, 19784108 1 BIREXFETOEILEH
AEIFEFHEHAETREARER LI OIR, WMEE
EL/CLDTHAB)

€:3) ,

(UFLE, = =T Jackendoff(1972) 0 ElFE 0 5 -3
W BT, S abverb(speaker-oriented adverb
T Of subject-oriented adverb), VP adverb (it
manner adverb) & merely-class adverb.

(2 > D\~ 5 tempral adverb & 1%, I, inthe
east &4 at 6 o’clock @ X 5 KETBEFA Y TRT DT, =
TP LT B,
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