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Investigation on the Cause of Failure of Syrian Zeyzoun Dam

KIEES
“Yoshio OHNE

Abstract:

The Zeyzoun Rock Fill Dam which was constructed by Syrian Arab Republic,

failed on June 4 ,2002. The dam was entirely over the length as approximately 100m.

Over 60km? land of downstream of the dam was flooded and 22 residents and several

hundreds of animals were killed by the disaster.

After the disaster, Syrian government requested the government of Japan to dispatch

experts of the embankment dam in order to support their investigation on the cause of

failure of the dam. An investigation team was organized with experts from Japans

ministry of construction, Ministry of agriculture,

Water resource development

corporation and Dam engineers society, and the author participated as a representative

of the dam engineers society in between July 18 and 29, 2002.
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