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A Cognitive Study of Motion Verbs in Modern Chinese:

Abstract

From the Viewpoint of Construction Grammar

wEE I T
Han Tao
Chinese motion verbs can be divided into two subtypes, (1) the directional
motion verbs, (2) the manner motion verbs, depending on whether it is possible to
abstract the semantic feature of directionality from the verb or not (Maruo 2005). This
analysis is effective to explain why some linguistic expressions consisting of motion
verb and noun (particularly loction noun ) are grammatical, such as “7F 2 [
M7 “FE N ; some are not, such as “7EAE B E” “"HIANE” . However, it
is difficult to explain some of the linguistic phenomena, such as “ K HA” “%X—
5”7 “HIZ%5” and so on. In order to make a comprehensive description of these

linguistic phenomena, this paper studies Chinese motion verbs from the viewpoint of

Construction Grammar.
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Composite Structure: Caused-Motion + sneeze:

Sem CAUSE-MOVE <cause goal theme>
R

R:means SNEEZE  <sneezer >

Syn \% SUBJ OBL OBJ

X1 (8 : Goldbergl995:54)

ZOM I PHIEROZRERMT LI ENTE DL, ET,
Wh W B EEBEE ST, BEWRIIIX = >0 HEgE
(cause, goal, theme) WERINDH, LA L, goal &\
5 LEAEE (argument role) 1&, 1ED oD HEEE L R
R0, BETRT 7 ANLINTWRY, eERbIiE, i
(5) IZHRENTWVD K DT, 2D goal HHILRTE R off
FE®EY 7 LTI THDL, £ L T,

CAUSE-MOVE % %#EBl4 5722, SNEEZE (I—fEDO T
B¢ (means) & L CiR®HND, £z, sneeze [F—IHENF
THHTZD, goal THE theme THMNZENL & 72> TNB B,

VBT ADLAJUTBN T, ZOZENAESIZ Lo
THEMICHbN D,

ZOFEOREIEDE 2 H iqjlauﬁiiéfﬁ%@ L
IR LTHOADTH D, w&2iE, “W” [FEh] &
S ®ENL—HBF T, O 5HEEE L, D FE) 7
DEITKRTLTDZENTED, ZLTZOSHEEEE
MHIE, “UBRISGRIE 77 (R DORBNFEATE] O X
S BWEIE SR TR TE D, LnL—H T, “UIET
E” (IS T=] O X 5z THE - #5E)
ERIBRC, DB X004 FRS— (ZHE. ik
M) LAERLD B,

ZZTORBER, @RV ITHE T SR & “IL”



B EEEIC

DOHBGEE AT RENEINENI L TH D, X
FEOBLRICSL TR, “CE” & “I8” OBMEEEL LTWL
HAHL0S L0IE, MTEENLZL LIEEEETH
DL EZ I HFNEENRHAN L, 2 OB L LTI
H LSBT ALE” O XD AR A I, I8 &
TIHOEFEE LTRE LT LE D &L I IE—HO B
THd LRI, HOBFETLH D ENH T &I,
RERFIEERZ D LIRS S Fi2, 20—F, 72
B CUMFRMIEILIE T S E CTHAED e A T2 IT ST
T O, CUIE TN IS E R D DD E VD KD

REBBHGLHMAT L LR TER,

Lo L, U bivb s BEE-S 1 74 i R o 5w
CEBEXRT D) LW O ICOED NI A L UE, R
FIRTHDFEEN, HEDOFMICHET T B OB
TICKRERBREE 2T EWHREZ U ATIOHKE
BRI LTWDEL R, “MIE TR &\ ) #EikE%
HAWDZENTKAHRRZ LT D, T T IREDIE)
i HER) OBFKEMREN, ZOBICEE Sz &
Ezohnd’,

B, AFEIE, BhE 7 o ZofEOMikE ., BiEo
S HFERENCHE S HEEL XKL, BUES< HEE
RipdZ it s 8 kEiTIR, o7 Fa—F
2k 2BEEE O S HE) 220 THEEY
2,

3. BXITEIKBEBBADRE

31 EIBIEXORE

AW O BELEE AT TBREHL 1. bhbh
DOHEEFEOFTCIL AN LDOTHD, £LTID
FEOBREHI DT a2 &R T, SELENTZHD
DBBRATH D, T LT, [BREERS] OL 51K
YR E O RN —TEBERNTIEE L [R—L &%
T D) OLIINBO = I A =B BE)T
DB EEZDLEE, MIAITVDWS THEBEME .
BEIZNDWD D MERBEE ] L ahd, LIFTI
=9 THEBEMES) IOV TEZXTHD,

HEFABERS O R F—<i%, — i (7) DL IITE
EITHLENTED,

(7) XMOVESTOY —

the room.

EL{K&H : The fly buzzed into
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