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The Achetype of the Idea of Symbiosis: A quest for the Japanese View of Nature
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In recent years, the expression “symbiosis” or “the idea of symbiosis” has been widely used in many

countries of the world. Actually, it is Kisho Kurokawa, a Japanese, that invented this expression. What on earth

does “symbiosis” mean? And how is it related to the culture of Japan, especially the traditional Japanese view of

nature? This paper answers the questions above.
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