T TR e RS
45 5 Pk 22 4R

AR ORI JRGERE AL T A - T TV r— a7 MBS

Developing “Listen and Read Along” Activities for the Web

Charles I. Kelly *
Fop—L R ) —

Abstract: This paper introduces web-based “listen and read along” activities developed by the author for students studying English as a
second language.  There are ten types of activities explained along with a screen shot of each type.  This is an ongoing project that was

begun in 2003.

1. Introduction

This paper focuses on the “listen and read along”
activities on the www.Manythings.org website. These
activities allow students to listen to the text as they
read along. There are ten types of activities explained
in this paper. Using these application, new content is
constantly being added to the website.

2. Background

Since 1995, the author has been actively involved
in developing activities on the Web for studying
English. As the capabilities of web browsers grew,
sound was included in web pages starting in 2001 and
video starting in 2006. The author has created
material that not only works with web browsers, but
can also be used on portable devices such as iPods.

3. Reasons for “Listen and Read Along”
Activities

Reading along while listening has the following

advantages:

) Words that cannot be understood
through listening can be read and easily looked up in a
dictionary.

. Correct pronunciation, rhythm and

intonation can be heard while reading.
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. The students can practice reading
aloud in unison with the recordings to work on natural
rhythm and intonation.

4. Listen and Read Along— Type 1

/1866 Jokes - Love & Marriage - For English Learners. 1
[«]>] [ + [Wnttp: / juww.manythings. org jokes/9982.htmi ¢ Q- coogle )
« www.ManyThings.org > Vocabulary ¥ Grammar~ Listening v Speaking~ Reading v Writing ¥ Other > n

< BACK | www.manythings.org/jokes | NEXT >
English Jokes - Love & Marriage

« >

Download MP3 (Right-click or option-click the link.)

People often enjoy joking about love and marriage.
Here is a joke about the first three years of marriage.
o In the first year of marriage, the man speaks and the woman listens.

« In the second year of marriage, the woman speaks and the man listens.
« In the third year, they both speak and the neighbors listen.

Here's another joke about marriage.

A man inserted an ad in the classifieds: "Wife wanted."

The next day he received a hundred letters. They all said the same thing: "You can have
mine.”

Now let's listen to a couple of riddles about marriage.

Here's the first one.

Q: Why are men with pierced ears better suited for marriage?
A: Because they have suffered and bought jewelry.

Figure 1: Listen and Read Along— Type 1
http://www.manythings.org/jokes/9982.html

Description

This is an example of a web page with audio and a
transcript. The MP3 file is embedded in the page with an
easy-to-control Flash player. The www.ManyThings.org
website has over 5,000 pages with this type of “listen and
read along” activity. These readings include jokes,
stories and lessons about history. There are also reports
about health, places, people, how to do things and much
more.
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These are some of the major advantages of this
type of presentation.

. Transcripts can be printed to paper.

. MP3 files can be downloaded and
put on a portable MP3 player.

. These can be used in traditional

classrooms, since the teacher can print out the text
and take the audio into a non-web-connected
classroom.

5. Listen and Read Along Player — Type 2

1808 Listen and Read Along: The Legend of Sleepy Hollow (Washington Irving)

L2l (@ )+ [Mnp: /www.manythings.arg/listen/slecpy/ ¢ Ja- coogle

« www.ManyThings.org~ Vocabulary ~ Grammar ~ Listening~ Speaking = Reading~ Writing~ Other~

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow (Washington Irving)

3 of 121 00000

But the story that people believe most is

There are many stores

tokd about the quiet valley about a man who rides a horse at night.

Listen and Foad Abng Player - Version 0.54-028 Copyriht 2006, 2008 by Craries Kely

This & part of www.manythings om/isten *

Time: 11 Minutes

This page is part of Listen and Read Along which is part of Interesting Things for ESL Students

| oading ety fwwa.manythings.org listensleepy ", completed 7 of 8 items.
Figure 2: Listen and Read Along Player — Type 2
http://www.manythings.org/listen/sleepy/

Description

This is a Flash application that displays the
currently playing sentence in the center. The
preceding sentence is on the left and the upcoming
sentence is on the right. Buttons allow the student
to return to the preceding sentence or jump to the
next sentence. The student may also choose to have
each sentence automatically repeated once, twice or
infinitely. On the website, this application is used
to present selected programs from VOA Special
English and also selected speeches by President
Obama.
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6. Listen and Read Along Player — Type 3

; a8ane The Tell-Tale Heart (By Edgar Allan Poe) (Listen and Read Along) 1
RLef> 6. J{ -+ [M s www.manythings.org  isten The_Tell-Tale_Heart-_By_dg: G | Q- Google p |
| « www.ManyThings.org * Vocabulary * Grammar - Listening» Speaking® Reading~ Writing~ Other= )

v manythings.org/listen

The Tell-Tale Heart (By Edgar Allan Poe)
00:40/13:44

Click any line of text to jums to it.

True! Nervous — very, very nervous I had been and
am!

But why will you say that I am mad?

The disease had sharpened my senses - not destroyed
them.

Above all was the sense of hearing.

I heard all things in the heaven and in the earth. U

Go to the page with the complete text and MP3 file.
‘This page requires the (fres) Flash Plaver plug-in (Versicn 6 or Newer).

A

Figure 3: Listen and Read Along Player — Type 3
http://www.manythings.org/listen/The_Tell-Tale_Heart_-
_By Edgar_Allan_Poe.html

Description

This application plays an MP3 file and displays
five lines of text. The currently playing line is
displayed in bold in the center of the screen. The
two preceding lines, plus the two upcoming lines are
also displayed. The student can click any preceding
line to hear it again, click any upcoming line to jump
ahead, or click the currently playing line to hear it
again. On the website, this application is used to
present selected VOA Special English broadcasts
such as “American Stories” and “Words and Their
Stories” and also some “Learn a Song” podcasts.

7. Listen and Read Along Player — Type 4

: 8ns8 To Build a Fire (By Jack London) - Audio File for ESL/EFL
e[ (8 ) + [ Binrp: rwww.manythings. org listen ckmp3-fire1. hum ¢ J{@r coogee

« www.ManyThings.org~ Vocabulary ¥ Grammar~ Listening~ Speaking~ Reading~ Writing~ Other~
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

— — 007 057 —
G (1|

To Build a Fire (By Jack London)

The man walked down the trail on a cold, gray day. Pure white
snow and ice covered the Earth for as far as he could see.
This was his first winter in Alaska. He was wearing heavy
clothes and fur boots. But he still felt cold and uncomfortable.

This is part of www.marythings arglisten.

Source: VOA Special English : American Stories : To Build a Fire
(You can get the complete script and download the complete MP3 fie here.)

Figure 4: Listen and Read Along Player — Type 4
http://www.manythings.org/listen/ckmp3-fire1.html

Description

This application displays text in a paragraph. The
currently playing text is highlighted in blue. The
student can easily control what is playing by dragging
the pointer in the progress bar.
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8. Listen and Read Along Video — Type 5

ESL Videos » The Diamond Lens by Fitz-James ‘0'Brien (Listen & Read Along)
: 890 3 ¢ o

ann 1

Lalo o)+ Mncp//www.ma
« www.ManyThings.org~ Vocabulary ~ G
ESL Video:

The Dlamond Lens by Fitz

« Owl City

Other

www.manythings.org/b
ESL Videos

idden - Only You See This
Site Admin

Write New Post
Log out
Categories

About Things

ousins gave me a Basis

. The first time | looked

my older «

P MICIrOSCOpP

through its magic lens, the clouds
that surrounded my daily life rolled
away.

International English

16016 Lessons
Il B8 ==
Tosdg i 2855, completed 28 of 18 tems

Figure 5: L|sten and Read Along Video — Type 5
http://www.manythings.org/b/e/2890

Description

This is an example of an online video that shows
the text that the student is listening to. After each
phrase is read, it is dimmed, so the student can easily
follow along without losing his/her place.

9. Listen and Read Along Video — Type 6

ann ESL Videos » English USA - Lesson 31, Part 1 (Like & Disfikes)
Lale MG+ o/ /www.manythings.org bje/ 3106 = ¢ o
S wnesmayriines | Weabiney | arommar | Libming | spesing | esdea | wikos s  coar

TESL Videos Home (For Teache
wwwmanyihingsorg/d ||
P and 8 Mr. Tandy - Numbers 1 Through 20 » ESL Videos

Engllsh USA Lesson 31 Part 1 (lee & Dlshkes)

Hidden - Only You See This

Site Admin
Write New Post
Log out

Categories

't like
I'm

I don
that music.
working.

Coading Wi o maoythings oro/bie 106", comppeted 9 of 10 tems

Figure 6: Listen and Read Along Video — Type 6
http://www.manythings.org/b/e/3106

Description

This is an example of a video that also works well
on portable devices such as an iPod. The text is
very large so it can be read even on screens as small
as the one on the iPod Nano. The white text on a
black background makes it easy to read on small
screens.
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Lal> G I+ [Mcto:/ www.manythings.ora/b/e/4067

10. Listen and Read Along Video — Type 7

ann

ESL Videos » English Can Be Difficult to Learn (VOA Special English)
=3 ¢ o

« www.ManyThings.org ~ thularv

ESL Videos
Hidden - Only You See This |||

glish can be difficult to learn. It
has more words than any other
language. The biggest
dictionaries contain about six-
hundred-thousand words. Many
wu;»\& who come to the Um ted -

o1e/108 s 52

€3 (ntemationa! English

Interviews

Many teachers and students say English can be difficult to learn. It has more
words than any other language. The biggest dictionaries contain about Six-  Lessons
hundred-thousand words. Many people who come to the United States from .
foreign countries have already studied English. They may have done very well.

Figure 7: Listen and Read Along Video — Type 7
http://www.manythings.org/b/e/4067

Description

This video has scrolling text like a teleprompter.

In addition to allowing the student to just read
along, words are color-coded by parts of speech.
This allows students to also use the same material
for more in-depth grammar study. After
watching the video once or twice to understand the
meaning of the text, the student can watch it a few
more times to further understand the grammar,
providing further listening and reading practice as

well.

11. Listen and Read Along Video — Type 8

1en6 ESL Videos » VOA - Woodstock Remembered (with Read Along Text)
Lalo JL6 H+ W uio://waw.manythings.org /b/e/3121 £ e o

www manythings.org /b
butary » ESL Videos

Hidden - Only You See This

Site Admin
Write New Post

Log out

Categories
About Things
Basics

Business English
Comedy

Cultun

oW Dialog

International English
Interviews

Lessons

nue

e 0%8/957 i sepa 35

Koading it ww manythings crg (e 121", completed 9 of 10 Kems

Figure 8: Listen and Read Along Video — Type 8
http://www.manythings.org/b/e/3121

Description

This is an example of a television report with large
captioning. The large captioning allows this video
to also be used on small portable devices. After
listening and reading along once, the video takes the
student through the same report sentence by sentence
with each sentence read two times — the first time
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with captioning and the second time with no
captioning.

12. Listen and Read Along Video — Type 9

ann " E5L Videos » Usten and Read Along - Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
Lo 2 ][+ [Mheep ) www.manyinings.org 9 &3 ¢ Mo

« www.ManyThings.org~ Vecabulary

Listening ~ Speaking * Reading~ Writing * Other *

€
Listen and Read Alot

« American Slang: “Cool Car” (Part 2 of 2) By Je

e P www.manythings.org/b {
ESL Videos
e B
Hidden - Only You See This

Several years ago, a
family was enjoying a
holiday in the American

state of California, near
the Pacific Ocean.

Il =

Losding “hiip ) . completsd 12 of 13 tams

Figure 9: ‘Listen and Read Along Video — Type 9
http://www.manythings.org/b/e/4329

Description

In this video, each sentence is presented twice,
once by a female announcer and then by a male
announcer. This helps the student to more easily
understand the content, since each sentence is
immediately repeated. It also allows the student to
hear the slight differences in the intonation and
rhythm used by the two announcers.

13. Listen and Read Along Player — Type 10

|8066 The ZYX Song (Learn a Song)
(&) [+ [Whp:ss g/s0ngs/ck-zyx.html ¢ MQ- Google

|« www.ManyThings.org~ Vocabulary ~ Grammar - Listening - Speaking~ Reading~ Writing = Other -

The ZYX Song

edc,band a

Now I've suna it in reverse.

This is part of Interesting Things for ESL Students.

| think | recorded this podcast in late 2004. However, | don't remember exactly when | recorded it. | created this "Sing
Along with the Lyrics" version on March 6, 2010.

Figure 10: Listen and Read Along Player — Type 10
http://www.manythings.org/songs/ck-zyx.html

Description

The application uses both Flash and JavaScript.
The currently playing line is highlighted in bold.
Students can drag the pointer in the progress bar to
move backward and forward within the MP3 file.
There are only a few examples of this application on
the website because the Flash teleprompter
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application shown in Figure 3 requires less download
time, so is used more often.
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