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An Experimental Study on Aerodynamic Drag of Mini-van Automobiles
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Abstract Mini-van type automobiles are recently prevailing in Japan. However the configuration of

this kind of car seems to have unfavorable aerodynamic characteristics from the viewpoint of energy
resources consumption. In this paper, wind tunnel model test resvlts of 6 mini-van and a sedan type
cars are presented. Results can be summarized as 1) body configurations of mini-van cars have
23~45% larger acrodynamic drag than that of sedan car and 2) there is 18% drag difference between

the largest drag mini-van and the smallest one.
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